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Act acquiring water for the purpose of
such railways. Railways required a cer-
tain supply, and there were certain rights
existing to-day, and to interfere with those
rights would be an absolute injustice. Ha
referied chiefly to the Midland Railway
Company whose representative claimed
that the clanse did not protect them to
the exient they should be protested. The
matter had been inquired into closely by
the represeniative of the company, the
Parliamentary draftsman and himself, and
a compromise had been arrived at in the
form of the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the elause
as amended agreed to.

Clauses 63 fo 76—agreed to.

Clause 77—Proof of ownership or oc-
enpany :

Mr. GEORGE: In the Bill submitted to
the conference last year there was a sched-
ule, but as it did not appear in this Bill
he presumed it had been abandoned.

The Minister for Works: Yes.

Clause put and passed.

New clause—Exceptions:

Hon. J. MITCHELL moved —

That the following be added to stand
as Clause 26:—“Nolwithstanding any-
thing tn this part of this Act contained
to the contrary:—{a.) The bed of any
lake, lugoon, swamp, or marsh situatled
on land heretofore or hereafter alien-
ated by the Crown, and declared by this
Act to be deemed to have remained or
to remain the property of the Crown,
shall not exceed in width the width of
the watercourse at its inlet to or outlet
from such lake, lagoom, swamp, or
marsh; and (b.) This part of this Act
shall not apply to the bed of any lake,
lagoon, swamp, or marsh situated on
land heretofore or hereafier alienated
by the Crown, and cullivated either
wholly or in part at any time during the
year, or capable of being drained and
cultivated.”

The Minister, he understood, had an ex-
planation to make in regard to it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
ohjection would be offered to the proposed
new clause, although he contended that
provision was already made to prevent the
Government or the Minisier from taking
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anything except the channel. He did not
want any misconception, and while the
Parliamentary draftsman considered that
the amendment was not altogether neces-
sary, it made the clause clearer. How-
ever, he moved an amendment to the pro-
posed new clause—
That at the beginwing of paragraph

(b) the words, “Ezxcept to such extent”

be tnserted.

Amendment passed; the new clause as
amended agreed fo.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendmenis,

House adjourned at 10.41 p.m.

Tdegislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 20th August, 1913.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION — MARGARET RIVER-
FLINDERS BAY RAILWAY, PRICE.

Hon. J. MITCHELL asked the Pre-
mier: 1, What price is to be paid for the
Margaret River-Flinders Bay Railway
parchased from Millars’ Timber and
Trading Co.? 2, Have the company’s
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freehold properties in the Jlocality also
been purchased by the Government, and
at what price? 3, Is payment to be made
in cash?

The PREMIER replied: The agree-
ment has not yet been finally signed
owing to the fact that a survey has to be
made. When the agreement is signed it

will be immediately placed upon the
Table of the House.
BILL — FREMANTLE HARBOUR

TRUST ACT AMENDMENT,

Introduced by Hon. W, C. Angwin
{Honorary Minister) and read a first
time.

MOTIONS, POSTPONEMENT.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There are three
motions on the Notice Paper standing in
the name of the Flon. Frank Wilson, and
I would like to explain that the hon.
-.member iz not well enough to be present
at the THouse to-day. The motions
might, therefore, be permitted to stand
over until another day.

Mr. SPEAKER: In connection with
motions of this character, the usnal prae-
tice is that if a molion is net moved by
an hon. member in person it lapses.
8till, there is a provision that a motion
may be moved by another hon. member
in the absence of the hon. member who
gave notice of the motion, provided that
the hon. member Las permission of the
mover, and that the House agrees to
that course.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I have not the
permission of the leader of the Opposi-
tion, neither am I ready to go on with
the motions,

Mr. SPFEAKER: 1 only make these
remarks as a suggestion that in the
future, if an hon. member has secured
permission o move the adjournment of
the consideration of a motion, standing
in the name of another hon. member,
that course may be followed.

Hon. J. Mitchell: May I move in that
direction?

3Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
says that he has not the permission of
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the Jeader of the Opposition, but I am
throwing out a hint which may be ac-
cepted by hon. members in the future,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The leader of
the Opposition asked me to explain to
the House that he was not well enough
to attend this afterncon, and I take it
that that would give me permission to
move the postponement of the considera-
tion of the motion. It was never under-
stood that another member would not
be permiited to follow that course,

Mr. SPEAKER: In the absence of the
hon, member who has given notice of
a motion, another hon. member may
move the motion, provided he has the
permission of the hon. member who gave
notice. This, however, does not apply
to subjects of a controversial character,
except for the purpose of the postpone-
ment of the motion.

Hon. J. Mitchell: May I move the
postponement of the motion?

Mr, SPEAKER: Yes, if the House is
agreeable to that course.

On motion by Hon. J. Mitchell the
consideration of motions 2, 3, and 4,
standing in the name of the Hon. Frank
Wilson, was postponed.

PAPERS—LAND TRANSFERS RE-

GISTRATION, CONDITIONAL
PURCIASE,
Hon. J. MITCHELL  (Northam)
moved—

That the file containing the instruc-
tions issued by the Minister for Lands
forbidding the registration of transfers
of conditional purchase land exceps
under certain conditions be laid upon
the table of the House.

He said: This is a matter which is well
worthy of the serious attention of bhon.
members. I do not believe that the
Minister for Lande bad any intention of
doing anyone any harm when he issned
these instructions. It was said before
the last general elections, and I Qaresay
it was believed also, that speculation
was rife in connection with land settle-
ment, and that T had enconraged the
speculator. After getfing into office the
Minister had the opportunity to inquire
and ascertain what bad happened, and
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baving done that he issued certain instruc-
tions which could only be justified if
the country had suffered by reason of
these iransfers arising out of the sale and
purchase of "land. Unfortunately, ihe
Minigter for Lands is not here to-day,
but as he.is usually represented by the
Honorary Minister, I desire to ask him,
through that hon. gentleman, whether he
now considers that the instruections were
necessary, and whether he has found any
speculators, and if so, who they are. The
Premier made speeches which distinetly
set ount that speculation in land settle-
ment was rife. There may have been
some, but I still declare that I did not
have any knowledge of it, nor of the exist-

ence of speculators, men who merely took.

up land with the object of selling it at
an increased price. Of course, there were
sellers and buyers of land, and there
were applicants for land. No one can say
that he at some time or another did not
wish to secure a block of land for some
friend of his, whp probably would have
been a good settler. If it is eontended
that buyers and sellers are speculators, I
venture to say that all our settlers are
specnlators, Often a salo is rendered ne-
cessary by reason of the position in which
the man who has applied for the land
finds himself. Our selectors during re-

cent years have responded magmﬁcent.ly,

to their respopsibilities. That is shown
by the fact that land has been improved
st & greater rate than befére. Tt will be
remembered that a few years ago a litile
over 300,000 acres were under crop, and
that over a million acres were improved.
Now we have over & million acres under
crop, and over five million acres improved.
Tt will thus be realised that the people who
have iaken up land have done their hest
to improve 1t. There can be no doumbt
about that. If because of the transfer
of the land less money would be paid to
the State by the person who had selected
the land, if the State suffered by reasen of
the improvements to be done, if the im-
provement conditions had not to be passed
on, then harm might be done. Harm might
be done if the buyer exhansted all his
resourees in paymg the seller and so bad
no means of carrying ont the necessary
improvements. Still, the Minister was
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not justified in .making regulations
against transfers merely on-the strength
of hearsay, or indeed on the strength of
a few cases of sale and purchase. I wonld
like to'know if the Minister can state a-
gingle instance in which the buyer ex-
hausted himself financially by his pur-
chase—of course the seller is left to take
care of himself—in which the buyer of
a bloek of land gave all he possessed for
it and so found himself left on the land
without any resgurces. I do not know of
a case of land being bought to the injury
of the buyer. Whether it be land recently
taken up and improved, or land which
has become freehold, the very fact of the
land being sold provides opportunikies
for a greater number to acquire land than
would bé the case if there was absolutely
ne buying and selling of land except
through the department. In considering
this question we wani to know, first, has
any injury been done to the State and,
secondly, has any injury been suffered
by the buyer. Can it be contended by the
Minister that under the system of survey
before sale and allotment of blocks by
the land board the speculator has been
helped? Is it not & fact that under free
selection the whole country was open to
those who wished to select? Ts it not a
fact that under the old system the man
who could afford to spend most in making
a search was the man who sécured the
best block? Our poliey was to set up a
close classification of the land by our
sarveyors. Having acquired informa-
ttion through the surveyors, we had
maps struck off which were exposed
to all who desired to =aequire land.
Wo one had any advantage under
the svstem of sorvey before selec-
tion, because all knew the (uality and the
position of- the land, knew what the sur-
veyor thought of it, what was the price to
be paid and what amount the Agrical-
tural’ Bank ‘was prepared to advance.
Having - supplied this information, and
notified the public that on a fixed date—
generally a few weeks after the issue of
these plans—the blocks would be allotted,
we would receive applications for those
blocks. We all' know what happened.
Thére was a tremendous rush for land. In
this Chamber members complained that
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people were unable to get land quickly
enough under that system, and demanded
that I should survey more land than my
staff of surveyors were capable of deal-
ing with, A debate took place in the
House in whick I was aceused of failing
in my duty because I had not enough land
ready to satisfy everyone, Is it likely thal
before a land board of responsible officers,
speculators would be encouraged? It
was a thousand times more likely to bap-
pen under the system of free selection,
which enabled one to go fo the richest
bit of swamp land or wheat land in a
district, make hig selection and get the
price fixed at 10s. an acre. That was
the system I found in operation when I
went to the Lands Department, and to
some extent it is the system to-day, be-
canse we never altogether set aside the
svstem of free selection, The counntry, to a
certain extent, lends itself to free selee-
tion. Bnt wherever we contemplated
building a railway we set aside the land
in order that it might be subdivided. Sub-
division is going on to-day the same as
in those days. Many members say that
too much was charged for land in my time,
for land which was surveyed before selec-
tion, Before my time a similar system
existed, and since my time the system
which was adopted by me is being fol-
lowed by the present Minister. The peo-
ple who said I charged too muech for the
land said also that T was encouraging the
speculator. Ts it possible that T could
have done both these things, that the man
who wished to speculate would pay more
than the land was worth? Of course the
contention is ridieulous, Yand to-day is
worth very muech less than it was two
years ago, because the country is less
prosperous and, owing to these regula-
tions, farming pursuits have received a
check. The effect of these regulations was
to reduce the value of land, and so there
is an outery made by some hon. members,
and by the people more directly econ-
cerned, that too mueh was paid for the
land under the system of survev hefore
selection. Yet it is a fact that the sys-
tem is in operation to-day, notwithstand-
ing the attacks made upon it. I say un-
hesitatingly that we charged a fair price
for the Iand, and that under my regime
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speculation was checked to an extent never
previously attained. Tt is strange that the
very highest-priced blocks of land are
those most eagerly sought. I have a
vivid recollection of the troubles of the
land board. Sometimes they had as many
as forty applications for one block, and
it was always the highest-priced block
within the area. Men came before the
land board full of excitement and eager
to gel the particular blocks they were
after. A good many were disappointed,
and no doubt some of these circulaied
the idea that the man who was fortunate
enough to secure a good block immediately
became a speculator. I do not contend
that the average man will not sell anything
he purcliases so long as he can make a pro-
fit on it. T do not know anv member in
the House who would hesitate to sell
anyvthing he bought if he ennld make a
profit. on the bargain: and T believe that
under Section 56 of the Aet, the sale of
a block of land in the cireumtstances
wonld be perfectly legitimate. I agree
with the Minister that speculators who
prey upon the generous selector should
be stopped. However, I entirely disagree
with the methods adopted by the Minister
in his endeavour to stop those specula-
tors. Tt is becanse I do differ in this res- |
pect that T am moving for these papers,
in order that when we get them we may
Table a further motion in connection
with the matter. There is a more serions
aspect of the case than I have mentioned
thus far. The Minister knows that his
instruetions reduced the value of con-
ditional purchase security. As soon as
these instruections were issuved it became
evident to financial institutions, banks
and merchants that thev could no longer
advance in safety, because there was no
certainty that they wounld realise their
seeurity if the customner failed. Being
by no means new to polities, the Minister
muet have known that this would hap-
pen. when he issmed his instructions.
By way of excuse, it is urged that he
thought the Agrienltural Bank would be
able to do all the work the other banks
had been doing. But he should have
inquired ecarefully before determining
that no land should be sold except noder
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certain conditions of improvement; con-
ditions which were almost impossible for
the poor man to carry out. Of course
the man who has money can effect his
improvements, but to the man of limited
means these improvements were almost
impossible, and it is the man of limited
means who has been most seriously in-
jured as the result of the Minister’s in-
structions. The banks have refused to
help, and many men have bad {o leave
their holdings because they eould not
get the assistance whick they probably
wonld have got if the Minister’s instrue-
tions had not been issned. The Minister’s
idea that the Agrieultural Bank could do
the work has apparently been exploded,
becanse the Minister himself recently ad-
mitted that the money advanced by
the Agricultoral Bank should be used
more or less for the purpose of effecting
improvements, and not to assist the set-
tler beyond the stage to which he had
been earried by previous advavces made
exclusively for the purpose of improve-
rments.

Mr. Munsie: The money advanced
should be used for improvements and
not for the purpose of helping a man to
repay what he has borrowed from an-
other bank.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Y am thankful
for the interjection. Under the code of
the hon. member it would seem that the
man who went to the associated banks
with a view to paving off his obligations
to the Agricultural Bank, and so reliev-
ing that bank is now to be penalised.
There is to be a diserimination. I say
{here shonld be no diserimination. If the
law of the land is of advaniage to the
commnunity, let it be of advantage to every
man in the community. What does it mat-
ter whether the settler owes money to the
associated banks or to a merchanty Ile
should have equal treatment with others,
wherever he may be. 1t entirely disproves
the contention of the Minister. That there
should be discrimination, if a man has
gone to one of the assoeinted banks-—I
say it is entirely wrong that when he
comes back to the Agricnliural Bank, that
bank should say, “You have gone some-
where else; remain where you have gone,
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notwithstanding that they are pressing you
or charging you a higher interest. You
have gone from the Agricultural Bank to
an ordinary bank, and so we penalise you
now.” Js that the idea with which we
passed the legislation liberalising the Agri-
cnltural Bank? Is there a man in the
House who will say that there should be
diserimination? If there is, he is not fit
to otcupy a seat here. Let these people
be assisted. The regulation forbidding
transfers has made it impossible for these
people to borrow from the ordinary banks
or to get the accommodation they once re-
ceived fromm merchanis or storekeepers.
I am sure the Minister had it in mind
that he would help them through the Agri-
cultural Bank. Let him remember this,
and let there be no discrimination. There
are many men compelled by force of cir-
camstances to sell. T have said time and
again to the people of this country, “We
have waited long enough for the rich man;
let ns see wbat the man without capital
¢an do” Hundreds of men with strictly
limited capital were helped by the Agri-
cultural Bank, by a sympathetic Admin-
istration. They took the chance, and the
great bulk of them have succeeded. If
only 40 per cent. of these people who
went on the land with limited means, hav-
ing just enough to get them there—if only
40 per cent. of them succeeded, 40 per
cent. that we got out of the rut and took
off the labour market, then we did a mag-
nificent work. T believe 80 per cent of
these people will succeed. Certainly they
will be helped towards sneeess if the Ad-
ministration be sympathetie, if the Gov-
ernment will see that they do not do fool-
ish things, such as issning instruetions
which immediately decrease values and
which mgke it impossible for a man to
render that assistance to the stroggling
selector which he would like to give him.
If the Minister can show that these in-
structions were necessary, if he can show
that they were in the best interests of the
country, or of the man on the land, I shall
be content, but I know he cannot show
unything of the sort. Mapy men have
given up their holdings beeause they real-
ise that if they went on and spert money
in improvements, and then failed to bor-



646

row money with whieh to complete the
improvements required in five years in the
case of non-residence, or 10 years in the
case of residence, they would be unable
to gell and they would lose their all.

Mr. Munsie: Give us an instance,

Hon. J. MITCHELL:; Is it right that
instructions should be issued which make
for this result Is it right that men who
take up land should have the conditions
under which they think they kold the land
changed by a scratch of the pen? Was
it wise to do this? I am anxious to dis-
cuss this matter without any party bitter-
ness; I want to be absolutely fair, and I
want the House to assist me to have the
regulations cancelled. There is no feel-
ing of ill-will on my part, and I hope
.there is none on the part of the Premier,
begause this is too serious a matter for
anything of that kind, Let us do what
is right, and let us express what we be-
lieve ta be best in regard to this matter.
I repeat that men gave up their holdings
rather than take the risk to which they
were subjected under these regulations.
Many men on the land to-day are in trou-
ble because of the Minister’s instructions.
Securities are not as valuable as they were,
and naturally the banks have taken
special precautions. I daresay members
on the Government side, who represent
agricnltural distriets, particularly the
member for Albany and the member for
Williams-Narrogin, will tell the House
that it is not as easy a matter to get a
loan against conditional purchase land as
it was previons to these instruetions being
igsned.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: But we will tell
yon it is becanse of the bad season at the
end of 1911 and becanse of the tightness
of money. T

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The general
managers of the banks demand that there
shall be special care on the part of their
branch managers in connection with these
advances. :

The Premier: Do youn assert that they
are not lending as freely as they were
previously?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I assert that the
banks are not lending as freely on con-
ditional purchase land as they were pre-
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viously. The bank managers went to the
Minister and pointed out what would ‘be
the trouble; the Premier knows that. I
am certain that many of the bank man-
agers have spoken to the Premier about
this very matter,

- The Premier: They denied it when I
spoke about the matter.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The banks have
lent money freely in the State, and apart
from. condifional purchase lands have
lent more freely than ever becauss of the
ecireumstances in which the country was
placed. The banks were doing their best
for the people, but they have not lent
against conditional puorchase leases any-
thing like as freely as they were doing
previausly; and the Premier, if he had
money to invest, would not lend it against
a conditional purchase lease saddled with
these instruetions. I bave already said
that I want this question diseussed with-
ont party feeling or bitterness, and if
the hon. members who interject will eon-
duct the discussion from that point of
view, perhaps some good may result fromn
this motion, The Premier must know that
it is no light matter for an hon. member
on this side of the House to table a mo-
tion, because our numbers are only six-
teen against thirty-four. All we can hope
is that we may induee the Premier to be
reasonable, and T believe if he i3 con-
vinced that harm is being done by these
instructions he will have them amended.
I ask the House, are these instruetions in
accordance with the Land Aet? I say
they are not, and if the Minister had en-
deavoured to put his instructions into the
form of regulations they would bave been
ultra wires.

The Premier: Why did you not take
exception to them when they were laid
on the Table?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I have a right
to take exeception to them at any time I
jlease, and in my opinion this is the right
moment. If we had taken exception to
them last session we would not have had
the same opportunity of having them dis-
cussed, because many members on the
Government side believed that the speen-
lator was everywhere. I contend that
the instruections are not in accordance
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with the Land Act. The Minister has un-
doubtedly very extensive powers, powers
to be ussed wisely and sympathetically.
The Premier knows that until Sir New-
ton Moore’s time the only restriction on
transfers was in connection with home-
stead farms; except for them, no transfer
was refused, and it was realised that no
harm conld come to the State by reason
of sales. It was realised that the same
payments and conditions of improvement
are imposed against evry holder.

The Premier: It all depends on the in-
terpretation of the word “State” The
people are the State; individuals make
up the State.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The State could
not lose any conditions of improvement
or cash by allowing legitimate sales, but
if the Premier wishes to protect the in-
dividual, let him say where the individual
has suffered. I do not know that the Pre-
mier will bring down legislation to pre-
vent betting.

The Premier: We might.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: To bring about
the closing of hotels——

The Premier: We might.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: And the running
of motor-cars.

The Premier: We might.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If the Premier
is going to protect every man against
himself, then he will be right to
protect the buyer of a conditional
purchase holding against the seller,
but he will find his hands full if he
tries it. The Premier says that it is not
the State but the individual whom he
wishes to proteet. If an individual hes
a liking for a bloek, and it has been im-
proved in accordance with the Land Aect,
and residence conditions have been ful-
filled—I agree with the Minister when he
says that he insists on having those con-
ditions fulfilled—in such & case the Min-
ister has no right to interfere. If a bloek
bas been jmproved and resided on from
the time it was aequired np to the time
of the sale, the Minister should hesitate
to withhold his consent. Whenever 1
thought the seller was making too mueh
out of the sale, or was acting te the in-
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jury of the buyer, I always refused a
transfer, but to issue wholesale instrue-
tiong against transfers in the way the
Minister bas done could have no other
result than to injure all wen on the land
whether they wanted to sell or not. It
is not only the man who wishes to sell
who is hurt by these instruetions; it is
becanse of the interference with the value
of the security that I objeet to the in-
stroetions. 'Will the Minister declare that
sales are not as freely allowed to-day as
ever they were? Agents say they can get
transfers throngh and that there is never
any objection. When these instructions
eame out, men who knew the ropes came
from the eountry to Perth to induce the
Minister to allow transfers to go through.
Could good come to the Siate, or to the
seller, or any advantage come to the
buyer, under a system which provided
that a man whe knew his way about the
Lands Department eould induce the Min-
ister to register a transfer? Men bad to
go to lawyers to get their transfers
through, although previous to that time
they counld have had them registered with-
out any trouble. I am not complaining
about the way in which the Minister has
administered the Aect, because I believe
he has been exceedingly sympathetic; he
has allowed transfers to go through, at-
though in some cases T believe the im-
provement conditions, partienlarly resi-
dence, were altogether ignored. If hon.
members will turn up the rent list in
which the conditions of residence are set
out they will find much information
which will enable them to make a com-
parison and see who has sold land re-
cently. They will also be able to satisfy
themselves that in many ecases the resi-
dence condition has not been fulfilled.
However, we are not dealing to-day with
individual cases but with the broader is-
sues, We went to ask the Minister to
withdraw those instructions, and we want
to make it apparent to him that the in-
struetions ean only work harma. The Mini-
ster is disposing of town blocks under
the leasehold system. Aré they for sale?
In some eases the Minister allows more
than one block to be selected at a time.

The Premier: Not now.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: And one appli-
cant, if he pleases, may have a block in
each of half a dozen townships.

The Premier: That has not been so for
some time,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes. If tlere
are leasehold blocks at Katanning, Wagin,
Northam and Kellerberrin, one man ean
select a block in each place,

The Premier: That has nothing to do
with the lensehold system.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: No, but Lbhis sys-
tem was introduced by a Minister who
said there should be no speculation. Does
the Minister think that a mao who ae-
quires four blocks under leasehold, and
puts up on each a building and lets it,
is not just as mneh a speculator as the
person who sells his conditional purchase
lease? Of course he is just as great a
speeulator. The Minister issned his in-
structions against the transfer of condi-
tional purchasc leases, and be made a
new departure when he arranged that
town and suburban blocks should be dis
posed of only under lbe leasehold system.
But he has not taken the trouble to pre-
vent speculation in those blocks, If hon.
members will turn up the rent list they
will see what has happened. A Minister
who has issued instructions that must
bear harshly on all producers, and who
a few days afterwards set up leasehold
conditions and under those conditions does
not insist on residence, is not consistent,
and I want him to be consistent. I do
not believe in speculation, and I believe
that my administration reduced it to a
great extent.

Mr. Underwood: Oh!

Hon. J. MITCHELL: At any rate, il
could not be carried on to the same ex-
ient ax was possible when the member for
Pilbara aequired his block under the sys-
tem of free seleetion. The hon. member
was not required to go before the land
board, which did away with speculation
to a large extent. But I plead guilty to
having increased the desire for land, to
having filled the people with a wish to
hecome agriculturists, and to having in-
creased the value of all land, because of
the demand that was created for it in my
time. I plead guilty to that, and if T had
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power to-morrow it would be my endea-
vour to again fill the people with a desire
to be possessed of some of Western Aus-
ralia’s broad acres—acres of the cheapest
land which can be acquired anywhere in the
civilised world and under more favourable
conditions than prevail elsewhere, and
certainly when it is acguired the Govern-
ment do help the owner to a greater ex-
tent than is the case anywhere else. 1
contend also that when the Minisler is-
sned these instructions he provided an
opportunity for the buyer to the detri-
ment of the seller. The seller is often a
man who is compelled by force of cir-
cumstances to leave his holding. There
are altogether over 50,000 conditional
purchase blocks and it is no wonder that
some people are all the time for selling
thern. 'When the Minister determined by
his instructions that transfers should not
be registered he prevented the holder of
land from negotiating as he did before,
and as he was able to do when he wag in
a position of having a little ecapital to
spare. If a man, and particularly a
working man, goes on to a block and
does bis best, he should be able to sell
when the opportunity comes to do so at
a profit, for it is an advantage to the
settler and to the State as the seller there-
by is provided with the means to start
again. Certainly no harm ean be done and
no harm is done in such ecireumstanees,
but harm is done if the transfer of the
block is forbidden under the Minister's in.
structions, or if the seller is squeezed in
consequence of those instructions—I do
not say by the Minister—but by the
would-he buyer. The intending bayer is
in a position to say to the seller, “These
instroctions are against you, T will not
give you as much as I would have given
you before. I will wait until you are
squeezed by your creditors and then I
will be able to buy the land more cheaply.”
Ministers may laugh, but there is a genu-
ine trouble existing in the country, and
it is largely the result of these instruec-
tions issued by the Minister for Lands.

The Premier: Who is laughing?
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Ministers will

urge that the bad season had something to
do with the difficulties with which set-



[20 Avgust, 1913.]

tlers are faced. I do not say that the bad
season has not had some effect, but I say
that the bad season of 1911—ihe sea-
son of 1912 was fair—was not largely
responsible, but that many men were
squeezed off their holdings not because of
the bad season but becanse they were un-
able to borrow money on them in conse-
quence of the Minister’s instructions,
Mr, Lander: Not many,

Hon, -J. MITCHELL: When we say
that a man maost hayve five years’ improve-
ments done under residence eonditions be-
fore he ¢an scll and ten years' improve-
ments in the case of non-residence, and
that in both cases he must be on the land
for two years before he can sell, wa are
not improving his chances; in fact, we
are decreasing them. I know that the Pre-
mier does not wish to do that. I do not
think that anyone wishes to injure the
gettlers in the way in which these instrue-
tions are injuring thera. I am pointing
out the effect .they are having in order
that the Government may change their
methods, becanse it is wrong that this
has been done, TUnder non-residence eon-
ditions no transfer is allowed for ten
years, but special cases may be dealt with
by the Minister, The Minister said he
would throw land open only under non-
residence conditions. Will the Minister
say that he has not allowed many men
to transfer their holdings from Seetion
55 to Section 561

Mr. E. B. Johnston: He cannot prevent
them; they have the legal right. ‘

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Will the Minister
tell us that he has prevented it? He bad
as much right to prevent such transfers
as he had to prevent people from taking
np land under Section 6.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: He cannot pre-
vent it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If the Minister
cannot prevent it, all they would have to
do would be to take up land under Section

55 and transfer it on the following day

to Section 56. That would be ridieulons
and if the Minister permitted it he would
be stultifying himself. Those in the know
would simply take up the land under Sec-
tion 55 and transfer it afterwards to Sec-
tion 56, just as a man ecan take up a town
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bloek to-day and sell it to-morrow. 1f
the Minister acted in that way the position
would be & bundred times worse., Dozens
of men, I am told, have transferred their
holdings from Section 55 to Seetion 50,
and some of them, I know, since these in-
structions were issued.

Mr. E. ‘B, Johnston: The Act gives
them the power {o do so, and it eannot
be stopped except by Parliament.

Houn. J. MITCHELL: I do not wish to
repeat what T have said, but if the Ael
gives that power, the Minister bas no
right to stop the sale wunder Section 586,
because it is the law of the land and
surely the Minister is not nhove the law
of the land. The law says in effeet that
a man who sits in Parliament or who
wishes to make a home for his son, may
select under Seection 56, so long as he
does 50 per cent. more in the way of
improvements, and he cannot select a
second bloek unless he takes up his resi-
dence on the bloeck. That is reasonable,
and it is right, it is the law of the land,
but the Minister says. ‘I wiil not do it,
although it is the law.'’ 'This is one
of the things to which we members on
this side of the House object. The Min-
ister says, ‘‘If a man holds a thousand
acres under residence, I will allow him
to have a second thousand under non-
residence conditions.”” The law, how-
ever, says that a man may have a thous-
and aeres uuder residence and a thous-
and acres under non-residence, and that
he can select the clause embodying the
conditions under which he will take those
areas up. It is perfectly clear in the Act,
and the Minister should ask Parliament
to alter the Aet before determining that
a man should noi take up land under
Section 56, How many members of this
House hold Jland under Section 56°%
Could any one of them fulfil the resi-
dence conditions on his block? Is there
any member in the House who holds land
under any other section than 567 Are
we going to make a law for ourselves,
and another law for other people? That
is not fair. Let the Minister say that
he desires an amendment of the Land
Act, and let him bring it down, and if
the House passes it let him act upon it.
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bunt in the meantime let him be true to
his trust and true to his country.

Mr. Lander: He has been true in issu-
ing these instruetions.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I venture to say
there is not & man in this community pos-
sessing an atom of sense who will say that
the Minister has acted rightly in issning
these instructions, At the present time
the Minister is helping the Midland Rail-
way Company to sell their farms along
their railway line. I do not object to that
at all, but we have a Minister who says
that one of his own selectors shall not sell
his land to another would-be selector, while
at the same time he is helping the Midland
Railway Company to sell their improved
farms along the Midland railway line.
Is the Minister going to continue to help
the Midland Company to do something
which he says that members of this House
and members of the community must not
do? According to a London paper, Mr,
Gilbert, of the London office, is endeavour-
ing to sell some of the Midland Company’s
land for the Midland Company, I realise
that most of the harm that comes to the
world comes from the well-intentioned
activity of men of immature judgment
due to inexperience and want of capaecity.

Mr. Heitmann: Where did you get
that?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I borrowed it
from the hon. member for Cue. It is one
of the wisest things be ever said. 1 be-
lieve his words are sometimes words of
wisdom. In making the statement to
which the hon. member referred, I wish
10 convey the idea that I do not think the
Minister has acted viciously in this mat-
ter, but I believe that the Minister does not
know; his intentions are all right, bul his
Jjudgment is all wrong, and his want of
experience has led bim into this diffeulty
which has eaused trouble to dozens of sei-
tlers and ruination fo not a few of them.

Mr. Lander: To the sharks.

Houn. J. MITCHELL: I wish a shark
would swallow the hon. member.

Mr. Allen: It would take a whale.

The Premier: He might be a modern
Jonah.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister has
ne doubt seen the disastrous effeets of lis
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administration, and that fact has been
impressed upon him by many people.

Writers in the Press have given
prominence to it, and the hon.
member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr.

E. B. Johnston), I have no doubt,
has told the Minister what effect
it is having, and other hon. members, in-
cluding the Attorney Genersl as a land
owner, probably have mentioned the mat-
ter to the Minister, Having seen that lis
instructions are wrong and that they are
only working harm, will not the Minister
now ask this House to approve of an
amending Land Bill? Will he not give
Parliament and the country the right o
say that the Act shall be altered? Is he
going to assume the full responsibility of
declaring what the land policy of the eoun-
try shall be? We have seen the disas-
trous effect of his policy in the falling off
of selection, There has been an appreeci-
able decrease in the area under crop con-
sidering all the circumstances, because peo-
ple have been deterred and diseouraged
by reason of the administration, and par-
ticularly of this instruction. Will hon.
members who support the Government
realise that apart from finance, no gues-
tion is of such vital importance to the
Government of the country as the admin-
istration of the land laws? Nothing is so
easily influenced by injudicicus actions on
the part of the Government as this ques-
tion of land tenure, The tenure of the
land, as the Attorney General knows,
should be definite; it should be fixed; it
should be safe and it should not be sub-
ject to the whim of any Minister or of
any party in Parliament, Parliament hav-
ing considered the question of our land
tenures and having fixed them, the Act
should be honestly and fairly and sym-
pathetically administered by those who
are responsible for its administration.
Mr. B. J. Stubbs: What have these in-
struetions to do with the tenure of land?
Mr. E. B. Johnston: The Act places
the adwministration at the Minister’s dis-
cretion,
The Attorney General: Sympathetically
for whom, the settler or the speculator?
Hon. J. MITCHELL: I say it should
be sympathetically administered for the
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benefit of the man who works on his land,
and of the man who sits in this House and
has his land worked for him, and for the
benefit of all whe acquire land.

The Attorney General: That is how the
law is administered.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It is not. If
these instructions were administered in
their entirety the effects would be even
more dnsa.strous than they have been.
What I claim 1s sympathetic and proper
administration for all people, A man who
selects land under Section 56 has as wuch
right to sympathetic treatment as the man
who has a homestead farm or a bloek un-
der Section 55 and resides on it. I am
pot defending the man who takes up land
under Section 55, and who does not reside
on it, and who sells it again. I am asking
that the administration of the Land Act
should be fair, and I have shown that
these instructions are not operating hon-
estly and fairly to the people in the coun-
try.

Mr, Heitmann: Give us instances to
show (hat they are not operating fairly.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I hope that
names wilt not be mentioned in this House
—ihe hon. member knows that they eannot
be mentioned—but let him ask any lawyer
in Perth, or let him consult the files of the
West Australian and see the number of
forced sales advertised from day to day,
or let him go to the Agricuitural Bank and
be will get some information there.

Mr. George: Yes, look at the advertise-
ments of sales.

Mr. Heitmann: You are moving the
motion; give us some instances.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: If Ministers and
members supporting them are foolish
enough to shut their eyes to the position
—the Abtorney General is a lawyer, and
he has probably some of these cases be-
fore him

The Attorney General: They exist only
in your fertile imagination.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If Ministers are
willing to shut their eyes to the barm
which ig being done as a resalt of these
instructions, then all' I 'can say' is that
1 have done my duty by pointing out the
facts to them, Being one of only sixteen
members sitting on this side of the House,
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I realise that I have no chance of getting
carried any motion to which the Govern-
ment are opposed. I did not approach
lhe matter altogether with the idea that I
could get the motion carried, but with
the idea of making public what has hap-
pene:l in regard to these instruetions and
the effect they are having on the eom-
wunity, I want te inform the House of
the position, and have the matter fairly
dealt with in the interests of the country
and of the man on the land. There is
no one to-day who deserves more sympa-
thetic treatment than the man who is
striving to develop the back country. We
have n duty to him, and we ought to dis-
charge it. T have finished what I had
to say under increasing difficulties, be-
cause my friends opposite will interjeet,
and my words are sometimes lost, or I
am afraid they have fallen on deaf ears.
I now merely wish to move the motion
standing in my name, and express the
hope that the people concerned will be
considered. T trust that this matter will
be dealt with apart from ordinary party
warfare,

Mr. MONGER {(York): T second the
motion.

On motion by the Premier debate ad-
journed.

MOTION — WICKEPIN-MERREDIN
RAILWAY ROUTES.

Hon, J. MITCHELL  ({Northam)
moved—

That a map be laid upon the Table
of the House showing the position of
—1, The surveyed route of the Wicke-
pin-Merredin Railway. £, The route of
same as recommended by the Advisory
Board.

He said: I am asking for this map as I
wish at a later time to have this inform-
ation before me so that T may table
enother motion. There has been a di-
version of the line, &8s everyone in this
House knows. The matter was impres-
sed on the House by the hon. member
for York (Mr. Monger) at different
times, and he exchanged words with the
Minister for Works in that connection.
I do not wish to say sny more about the
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diversion, except that under our system
we had an Advisory Board which marked
the map showing just where the line
should go. The present Government
when they came into office said they
knew as much as any Advisery Board,
and would put the line where they
pleased. The Minister for Works took
advantage of the position, as he had the
power to do, and put down the line in
opposition to the report of the Advisory
Board.

The Minister for Works: The hon.
member surveyed five different routes.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Land values are,
of course, affected by the proximity of
s ratlway, or by a proposed railway.
This question of land values is of great
importance to the settlers in this dis-
triet, and in order to deal with the ques-
tior I want the plan for which 1 am
asking. Values were put up by me on
Iand that was to be close to the railway,
a perfectly reasonable and legitimate
thing for me to do, as it must be rea-
lised that the man near to the railway
station is in a much better position than
the man who has to go four, eight, or
ten miles, and he shonld have to pay a
bit more. That system has not been
disputed by the present Government. I
feel I Lave a responsibility to the people
whom I settled there.

The Minister for Works: You have a
big burden to carry.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: They wonld like
to settle you back.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I do not know
whnt the hon. member means by ‘‘settle
yon back.” I do know the hon. member
would like to set me back, but neither
e nor others opposite can do so. 1 was
responsible for increasing the value of
the land which was to be on the line or
close to the line, as marked by the Ad-
visory Board. The Minister for Works
deviated the line, with the result that
land which was to be near to the pro-
posed railway, has now become very dis-
tant fromt it; the man who paid a low
price for his land because it would be
further away now has the railway, and
the man who paid the high price is left
withont it. It is because I wish to desal
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with this matter of values, and give fair
congideration to the people settled there,
that I desire to have this plan, and when
1 get it I mean to move for a reduction
of valiles where the people expected to
get a railway and it has been denied
them. J know that the Government will
not objeet to lay the plan on the Table,
and I do not think hon. members will
oppose me when I move that these peo-
ple should be treated fairly. Recently
the Minister for Lands visited the wheat
district, and was asked to reduce the
value of the land.

The Attorney General: Value or price?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The price. The
Minister said he would not reduce it in
a bad year. If we have built railways
that have been promised, and provided
the roads, water supply, and harbour
tacilities, that have been promised, and
have advanced money from the Agricul-
tural Bank which the people had the
right to demand of us, then there is no
reason why the price should be reduced;
but if these things have not been done,
the people have a good ease to make out
against ns. The Minister will pro-
bably tell ns he means to extend rail-
way facilities to these people. That is
all right, but in the meantime they bave
not zot them. The Minister should do
something to compensate these people
for the absence of a line in the mean-
while. The man who is out there and
has ecleared his land in the expectation
of a railway, nnd has preparcd his land
Lo receive the secd, expecting to grow a
crop, should be fairly treated. I ex-
pect we shall be able to do this if the
Government say they will build a second
line opposite the Wickepin-Merredin line
to serve the settlers. I believe*that the
system of giving advances on wheat
stored in anticipation of a railway is a
good scheme. T understand it has been
agreed to be done at Esperance, but it
was wrong in that case, because Parlia-
ment had decided that that line should
not be built. The idea is right, however,
if applied to districts where lines have
been authorised, and particularly where
the Minister is now building railways, If
advances pre given on stored wheat de-
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velopment would be more rapid, and set-
tlers would he able to carry on their oper-
ations because the line is being built, and
the Government should not lose by the
transaction.

Mr. George: They have a good prece-
dent,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Tt was a pity
that this line was deviated, but the trouble
can to some extent be obviated by the
building of the second line. The Minister
for Works will understand that in asking
for the plan my desire is to know what is
to be done for these settlers, and to have
an opportunity of proving that they
should be treated fairly. I have opened
up the question so that we may have an
opportunity of discussing the position
of those who have suffered through the
deviation, The Government have taken
the responsibility of the deviation, and
now the House must take the responsi-
bility of saying what can fairly be done
for the people. I hope that the Minister
will tell me it is his intention that the
people east of the Wickepin-Merredin
line shall have the railway facilities to
which they are undonbtedly entitled.

Mr. MONGER (York): I second the
molion.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth) : Now that
the hon. member for Northam has sub-
mitted this motion I sineerely trust that
the Minister for Works will place on the
“Table of the House plans of the whole
five routes. ‘When the Minister took up
his present position be found ihat there
had been a squandering of money, pos-
sibly to buy votes. Anyone can go up
now -in that district and they will find
that there are nany settlers who are
very well satisfied with the deviation
along which the railway bas ‘been built.
There seems to have been a great deal of
stress laid upon ‘the Wickepin-Merredin
line. but not a word has been said about
Yorkrakine and the poor beggars up
there, and even in connection with the
PDowerin-Merredin line where there was
s0 much corruption, and where they
jerked that railway:

Mr. Monger: Is the hon. member in
order in referring to eorruption?
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Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know to
whom the hon. member is aseribing eor-
ruption. He has not charged anyone.

Mr. George: And he also said that the
line had been jerked out.

Mr. LANDER: T may say, Mzr. Speaker,
that I do not intend you to know. I
trust that the Minister for Works will
do what the member for Northam is asl-
ing, and also that he will try and make
some provision quickly for the settlers
who are beyoud Emn Hill and Mount
Arrowsmith. I would like to see some
consideration shown them in the way of
deferring their rents. .

Mr. SPEAKER Order‘ The hon.
member is not discussing the motion.

Mr. DANDER: I hope some provision
will be made as soon as possible for the
construction of a railway out to those
settlers,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson): I propose to move an
amendment to the motion submitted by the
hon. member, but before doing so I want
to express my admiration of the courage
of the hen. member in attempting to deal
with this question. If there is one dis-
trict which has a grievance against the
hon. member it is that partieular distriet,
and I want fo congraatulate him on his
admission thal he sektled those people on
the land. He did indeed settle them in
the truest sense of the word. We know
that he promised railways in all diree-
tions.

Hon. J. Mitchell:
of the sort.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS I do
know that, and I know also that he is-

You know nothing

‘sued plans showing railways proposed in

various portions of that particular area,
and in every case the people havé been
disappointed. Had the hon. member
stuck to the advisory board’s route, one
could understand him moving this mo-
tion, but when he and his (Yovernment
deliberately took away:

Hon. J. Mitchell: You took away.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
bon. member knows full well that there
were five different propositions.

Mr, Monger: Nothing of the sort, and
no one knows that better than yourself.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
five railways were promised hy the Wil-
son Government.

Mr. Monger: That is absolutely wrong.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: What
position now does this Government find
itself in? We counld only build on the
one route and we had to disappeint, in
any case, three. The member for Nor-
tham does not make an appeal on behalf
of the people who are on the west; they
are all right. Seeing that we built the
railway on the west side the hon. mem-
ber now makes an appeal on behalf of the
people on the east gide. This kind of
thing reminds me of the man who gets
into financial difficulties, finds himself in
& hopeless mess, and then goes to the
racecourse in the hope of putting himself
right. The hon. member knows well, to
use a vulgarism, that his name is mud
with the people in‘this -particular dis-
trict.

Mr. George: What$

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member’s name is mud, and know-
ing fall well the opinion he is held in by
the people in those paris he comes along
at the eleventh hour, when a number of
the settlers down there are absointely
ruined, and he says ‘‘T want lo get the
plans so as to see what should be done
to help these people,”’ the people he
settled on the land, and as I said, settled
in the truest sense of the word. What
was the position when the present Gov-
ernment took office? There had been a
lot of talk about five different railways
on one authorisation of Parliament.

Mr. Monger: Nothing of the sort.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: And
nothing had been done in the way of
building the line. They got the aunthor-
isation of Parliament for various rail-
way propositions, but they 4id nothing
in the way of building any of them. As
a matter of fact, they slackened up on
railway construction. Then, in order to
try and get votes when the elections
were approaching, they said to one see-
tion of the people down there, *“Tt is all
right, retorn us and we will make it
right for you.” The same thing was told
to the other section. A depntation came
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down and said, ‘‘If you are not geing
te build the railway in such a direction,
we will vote against yon,’’ and the mem-
ber for Northam replied to them tkat it
would be all right and that the Govern-
ment would put a railway down for them
as well. They promised four different
routes in order to get four different lots
of votes.

Mr. Monger: No one knows better than
vourself that that is not true,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
going to amend the motion so that I may
be able to bring down plans of all the
surveyed routes and the proposed routes.
The wmatter was investigated and the
select commitiee which inguired into it
took the then Minister for Works to task
for having made a hopeless mess of this
matter. I am prepared to say that the
then Minister for Works did not under-
stand the question, and he allowed him-
self to be influenced by others who ua-
derstood less, and declared that he would
send a survey parly out on that proposed
route, After he got a start, there was
another proposal from another deputa-
tion who said, “Do not do any more on
that particular route, becanse we have
another proposal’’; and so the matter
went on until the elections came. It was
clear that of the five routes which were
proposed, the advocates of four would
have to be disappointed. What has the
present Government done¥ We took the
view that every right-thinking man
would have taken, and that was to do 8
fair thing to those who had been setfled
in that loeality by the member for Nor-
tham. We knew, and everyone who
looked at the plan had to admit, that it
would be quite impossible to serve the
area with one railway. The member for
Northam started out with four or five
propositions. The present Government
does not propose to build five, but we do
intend to build two so as to serve the
area in aceordance with the generally ae-
cepted policy of the country. We built
the line to serve the people on the west-
ern side and we now propose to build
another line to serve the people on the

eastern side.
Hon. J. Mitchell: When?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member has declared that we should
have built a line between the east and the
west, but then the people on the west
would have been isolated. That is what
the hon. member wants to do. He wanis
to declare that there is no need for two
railways, that we should have built one
railway, but by bujlding that one, those
on the west would have been quite isolated,
in the same way as the hon. member iso-
lated the people in the Yorkrakine dis-
triet, and praetically ruined some of the
best settlers in this country. He would
have isolated the people on the eastern side
and so ruined a few more. His name is
not too good to-day amongst the people in
those localities, and if I had done what he
wanted to do, the position would have
been much worse than it is.

Hon. J. Mitchell: My name, at any
rate, is better than yours down there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
prepared to put my name against that of
the hon. member, and if he wants a litile
mor¢ information I may refer him to some
recent {ransactions of his. I am in the
fortunate position in this country of hav-
ing done nothing that I need be ashamed
of, and I have always paid 20s. in the
pound. I have been in politics longer than
the hon. member and I defy anyone to
poinl the finger of scorn at me. I would,
however, be ashamed to be in the hon,
member’s shoes in regard to recent trao-
sactions with which he has been: associated.

Hon. J. Mitchell : T protest against the
Minister’s remarks; he must say what he
means and takes the consequences.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member has stated that his name is
as good as mine; I say it is not.

Mr. Underwood : Let it go at that.

The Premier: Let’s take a vote on it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I think we
might allow this question of names fo
stand aside for the time being. The Min-
ister must discuss the motion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
the hon. member will not be so disordexly
and make interjections, T will be able to
proceed without transgressing the Stand-
ing Orders. In this particular area there
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are people who have a genuine grievance
against the previous Government,

Mr. Monger: Against the present Gov-
ernment,

The MINISTER FFOR WORKS: I bave
on more than one occasion expressed my
sympathy for these people, but I cannot
do more than I have done in the way of
expediting the construction of the Wicke-
pin-Merredin line and also the commence-
ment of the other line so as to serve the
other settlers at the earliest moment. T
intend to do my best to belp those peo-
ple ont of the diffieulty they have been
placed in by the hon. member and his
friends. Again we have to bear in mind
that the hon. member promised to con-
struct railways to the backyards of mauy
seftlers, and that he also put up the price
of land because railway communicstion
was going to be so close to those people,
with the result that not only have the set-
tlers east of the Wickepin-Merredin line
been left }amenting as far as the railway
is concerned, but they have been penalised
by having had the cost of their land in-
creased out of all proportion to its real
value, Then we must bearin mind that those |
people went there under a distinet promise
made by the previous Governmen{ that
railway communicalion would be provided
for them within a reasonable time. But
there was absolutely no effort made fur-
ther than to pass a Bill through Parlia-
ment. They got the authority of Parlia-
ment to do thal which they failed to do.
1t would have been interesting to find
out where the Government really intended
to build it. They certainly wounld have
disappointed the people on four routes.
They only had authority to build one line
and they bad five routes along which to
constroet it. As far as the hon. member’s
motion. is concerned, I want the people to
know exzactly the various proposals and it
is with that object in view that I propose
to amend it, If the motion, as amended,
is earried, I will see that each of the vari-
ous routes is shown on the map in differ-
ent colours, so that it will be possible {o
see exactly the details of the fiva pro-
posals, 1 move, therefore—

That paragraphs (1) and (2) be
amended to read as follow:— (1) The
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Wilson Government’s warious surveys
and proposed roules of the Wickepin-
Merredin  railway, (2) including the
roule as recommended by the advisory
board.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth) : 1 sccond
the amendment,

Mr. George: Is that what yon call clieck-
mate ¥

The Minister for Works: Yes.

The Attorney General: No, the map
will be checked.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to disconnect
these amendments. The Minister for
Works will require to move the amend-
ments in sections as he desires them to
be inserted. The first will be that there
be inserted after “the” in the first pava-
graph the words “Wilson Government's
various.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then
I move an amendment—

That after “the” in the first pura-
graph the words “Wilson Governmenl’s
varigus” be inseried.

Hon, J. MITCHELL (Northam, on
amendment): I have no objection at all
'to the amendment, no objection to the
various trial surveys wbich were made
being shown on the plan; but I have the
strongest possible objection to the atfi-
tude taken up by the Minister for Works
when he says that we made these surveys
in order to get votes, and infers that I
was responsible for the multiplicity of sur-
veys. No one knows better than the Min-
ister that these routes were surveyed by
the Works Department.

The Minister for Works: Under in-
structions,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: They had no in-
structions from me. It is perfectly pat-
ent to any manr who has any idea at all
of railway bnilding, that you have to
make two or three trial surveys before the
best route ean be selected. ‘

The Minister for Works: No. It might
be necessary to run a traverse to get an
idea of the country, but you would never
run more than the one survey.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I know nothing
of the reasons that actuated the
then Minister for Works in making three
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or four surveys. Certainly it was not
done to get votes, nor to delude the peo-
ple into the belief that they would gel
five railways. Nome but an absglute foul
could be deceived into thinking that a
Government with authority to build only
one railway would be likely to build five.
Is it not an insult to the intelligence of
those people to he told by the Minister
that they were hoping to get five rail-
ways? These surveys were in the wrong
place, and when I heard that they were
being made I protested very strongly.
However, it was determined by the pre-
sent Minister that the line should go to
the west of the lakes, where i is to-day.
Now the Minister for Works has thought
fit to move this amendment because he
wishes to hide as much of his own work
as he can., He thinks that if he gives us
these five surveys he will be——

Mr. Dwyer: Illuminating your work.

The Attorney General: With beantiful
coloured lines,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The position is
that one line has been built and I desive
the plans showing that route. I have no
objection to the House being given all the
information the Minisier ¢an put on the
plan. I accept this amendment withont
any objeection.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington) :
I am glad indeed that the mover of the
motion has accepted this amendment. It
serves to show, at any rate, that he feels
that the Government with which he was
connected have nothing to be ashamed of
in connection with fthis partienlar rail-
way. The showing of the flve different
rontes will simply demoustrate to the
people of the State that the previous
Government were taking the best possiblé
care to see that they seecured the best
route available. The member for Nor-
tham has accepted the amendment, and
T am satisfed that when we do get the
map laid on the Table it will he possible
for hon. members to see exactly what are
the rights and wrongs of this partienlar
proposal. I think the House is to he
eongratulated upon the fact that the mem-
ber for Northam has the courage to face
even the redoubtable Minister for Wor!::
on this gunestion. "We have heard from
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my friend the member for York (Mr.
Monger) on various occasions——

The Premier: On numerous oecasions.

Mr. Dwyer: In season and out of sea-
sOn.

Mr, GEORGE: I do not think a eom-
plaint regarding this railway could be
held to be ont of season at any time, The
member for York has voiced the opinions
of the settlers in this particular locality,
and whether or not the Gloyernment can
show that they have put this railway in
the best possible position, if is certain
that the member for York has shown the
necessity for consideration being given to
a number of the settlers who are beyond
the range of the railway.

Mr. Munsie: Which the present Gov-
ernment admit, too.

Mr. GEORGE: I am not concerned
with the present or any other Govern-
ment. The only thing I am concerned
about is that the people who are settled
on that land shall have their proper
claims properly considered and dealt with,
whether by this or some other Govern-
went. What does it now matter which
Government have done a wrong to the
seftlers? What the member for York is
looking for is a remedy for the undoubted
wrong which has been done. T must con-
gratnlate the Minister for Works on hav-
ing taken the course he did in saying that
he will give us all five of the rontes. In-
deed, T had intended to move an amend-
ment on these same lines, becanse I think
the House is about sick and tired of the
eternal controversy on this partienlar line.
The only thing that can eome out of it
is, not S0 much a determination as to who
made the mistake, as the information as
to who are going to help the settlers lying
beyond the range of this railway. I am
not particularly concerned as to whether
the present or the past Government made
the mistake; but what the country is eon-
cerned about is, that if a mistake has been
made it should be reetified. I look upon
this motion and the amendment as the
first practical step towards enabling the
House to find out where we are in regard
to this railway,

Mr. HARPER (Pingelly): I am glad
the member for Northam has accepted the
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amendment moved by the Minister for
Works. From what I know about this
line, the position was created by the de-
putation which waited on the then Mini-
ster for Works some years ago to get a
railway from Wickepin to Merredin with
the object of facilitating the conveyance
of Collie coal to the Eastern Goldfields.
That is the erux of the whole trouble. I
know the country in that locality, and I

- am convinced that the line should have

gone vp to Kunjin and thence east to
Korrijin, and east to Kurrenkutten, pass-
ing on the eastern side of the Kurren-
kutten lake. Undoubtedly, the land rea-
lised hig prices in consequence of the anti-
cipation that the line would be taken on
that route.

The Minister for Works: How could it
realisc big prices when it was not up for
competition? The price was fixed by our
friend, the ex-Minister for Lands.

Mr, HARPER : I was going to take up
some of the land myself on the under-
standing that the railway would go in
that direction. T am sure that when the
plans are put on the Table it will be
clearly shown that the land on the eastern
side of Kurrenkutten lake is all selected
and oceupied. This line should never
have been built as a Collie-Eastern Gold-
fields line. The idea is monstrous. There
is snfficient firewood on the goldfields to
last them for the next 20 years. The line
shonld have been purely an agrienltural
one, It is a fallacy and a fraud that such
a thing should have been perpetrated. The
line should have gone east of Kurren-
kotten lake and given facilities to the
settlers in that part.

. The Minister for Works: What about
the people on the west?

Mr. HARPER: The Quairading-Nuna-
gin railway and the railway from Brook-
ton to Kunjinn are only abont 25 miles
apart, and so those people to the west
would not have been very badly off in any
case. Twenty-five miles between the two
lines means a radius of 1214 miles as the
erow flies, Certainly it might have been
a disadvantage to some of those settlers,
but they would not have been nearly so
great in number as those others who have
been put to great inconvenience, not to say
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brought to the brink of ruination, through
not having this Wickepin-Merredin rail-
way further east.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr, HARPER: As 1 was =aying be-
fore tea there has been a lot of bungling
in connection with the Wickepin-Merredin
railway, probably not altogether due to
the present Minister for Works, but due
to some extent to a former Minister for
Works who gave a favourable reply to
a deputation introduced by the member
for Collie to ask for more direct communi-
cation between the Collie coalfields and
the goldfields. T say this line should have
been ecarried from Wickepin to Kunjin,
thenece easterly via Korrijin fo Kurren-
kutten. The alteration of the route was a
great injustice to the people at Kunjin,
and slso to the people further east.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 want to point this
out before the hon. member goes any fur-
ther: I know bhis desire is to speak to
the motion, but the motion is not now
under discussion. The amendment is
under discussion, and that amendment is
that three words shall be inserted,
namely, “Wilson Government’s various.”
I think it would be far betler lo take a
vote on that amendment—of course, it is
within the province of hon. members to
decide one way or another—and the hon.
member can continue his remarks later
on when the motion is nnder discussion.

Mr. HARPER : Tf that is the right line
of procedure to pursue I am guite agree-
able, but I thought I was speaking to the
motion and the amendment conjointly.

Mr, SPEAKER: Although the hon.
member has spoken, this will not deprive
him of his opportunity later.

Mr. MONGER (York): Natarally T
ean hardly allow an opportunity like this
to pass, and as you, Mr. Speaker, have
very righitly said, at the present moment
we have to confine our remarks to the
smendment moved by the Minister for
‘Works. We have from' time to time de-
bated the question' of this railway to a
very considerable extent, and in the his-
tory of our railway eonstruction I do not
think any railway matter hag bheen more
debated than this particular line, and
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deservedly so. I would like to go back
for a moment to the intreductory remarks
made when this railway was first intro-
duced in this House in December, 1911,
when the only opposition to the Advisory
Board’s recommendation emanated from
the member for Collie, and during the
whole of the debate and arguments that
have taken place since I have had but one
desire in view, and that was to see that
the recommendations of the Advisory
Board were given effect to. As far as I
can remember, when the Bill was origin-
ally introduced the line was to be con-
structed in accordance with the schedule
then attached to the Bill. Apart from
the member for Collie, few members spoke
on the Bill. . The Minister for Works
moved the adjournment of the debate on
one oceasion, and he was going to make
one of those, no doubt great, speeches of
his, but on that particular occasion after
moving the adjournment of the debate,
he was suddeply called away, and that
speech which he was going to deliver is
not recorded in Hansard. I have heard
the hon, member say that had he been
present the Bill would never bave been
given effect to.

The Minister for Works: I never said

that. :
Mr. MONGER: Well, the hon. member
intended to. He is so given to twisting
and twirling that one never knows what
he is referring to.

The Minister for Works: That would
mean that I was going to oppose the Bill,
which was not the case.

Mr. MONGER: I have no desire this
evening to be at all personal. On the
many occasions I have spoken on this
matter T think I have been as personal
as the privileges of the House would per-
mit one member to be towards another in
my remarks in regard to the Minister for
Works. To-night T have no desire fo
trespass on the ground I have already
gone over 5o frequently, but I do want to
repeat what T have said on more than one
oceasion thab the original route as recom-
mended by the Advisory Board was in the
interests of that great agricultural area,
and the best route that eould have been
selected, and I do not think that any other
man in Western Ausiralia than the Mini-
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ster for Works would have deviated from
it.

Mr. E. B. Johoston: Mr. Daglish pro-
mised to. )

Mr. MONGER: Mr. Daglish promised
to support the suggestions that emanated
from the member for Collie that the line
should be taken from Wickepin in a north-
easterly direction to a point 50 miles south
from Merredin. That is all that I or any
settler in the district desires, namely,
that a point 50 miles south from Merre-
din should be the junetioning point of
the line from Wickepin, What did the
Minister for Works say, and what did
the Acting Minister for Works tell us on
one occasion? That the Government were
going to avail themselves of the full devia-
tion limit given to them by the Ac¢t. I
wish to congratulate the hon. gentleman
on baving dene that.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : I did not say anything of the kind.
I said I was going to keep within the
provisions of the Act.

Mr. MONGER: The hon, member said
that he was going to avail himself of the
full 10-mile limit of deviation. He has
done so and I eongratulate him.

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Hohorary Mini-
ster): That was the day you lost your
temper.

Mr. MONGER: It is not often I do so.
The amendment moved by the Minister
is to bring within the scope of the motion
certain surveys made under the auspices
of the Wilson Administration, but the
hon. member did not tell us the attitude
he adopted when he came into power.

The Minister for Works: I sfoppéd the
lot. ‘ :

Mr. MONGER: Youn adopted one which
suited yourself and your friends.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must address the Chair.

Mr. MONGER I am desirous that all
possible publicity should be given in the
way of showing to the public the routes
surveyed or partly surveyed by the lale
Administration, and more particularly do
I want to see every publicity given to the
original route recommended by the Ad-
visory Board, and along which a great
deal of settlement took place. I want to
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gee that those people who selected on
the Advisory Board’s recommendation
and on plans issued from the Lands De-
partment, once contradicted and repudi-
ated by the Minister, are fairly dealt with.
I want to see that justice is meted out to
those settlers who, on the represeniations
of a previous Administration, iook up
land in aceordance with the Advisory
Board's recommendation, and now the line
has been deviated to such a considerable
extent I hope that proper and due allow-
ance will be made. Thaf, I understand,
was the reason for the motion moved by
the member for Northam this evening, and
on that motion I shall have an oppor-
tunity of speaking later.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington):
Is it possible, Mr. Speaker, to move an-
other amendment because this specifies the
"“Wilson Government's” routesY If any
other route has been surveyed by any
Government, whether before Responsible
Government or since, I should like to
have it.

The Minister for Works: Only one
Government were interested in the sur-
veys. ’

Mr. GEORGE: Did not the Moore
Government do something?

The Minister for Works: No.

Mr. GEORGE: If ihe amendment is
carried it will bring out all. I want,

The Minister for Works: The map has
been on the wall of the Chamber already.

Mr. Underwood: We saw the map last
session, ’

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon
W. D. Johnson} moved a further amend-
ment-—

That after “surveyed”
“and proposed” be inserted.
Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam)-

There is no question of a proposed route
hecanse the line, I understand, has al-
ready been lai@ down. T suggest that the
Minister should alter his amendment from
“proposed” to “present” route.-

The Minister for Works That. will he
incladed, of course.

Hon, J MITCHELL: No, there is no
proposed route; it has been ‘adopted, and
the line has been laid down. I want the

the wordg



660

present route of the line. Of course I
cannot carry any amendment——

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
can move an amendment to any amend-
ment.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: But I know there
will be no chance of getting it earried.
To save time I suggest that the amend-
ment be altered from “and proposed” to
“and present” route. .

The Minister for Works: The present
ronfe will be shown.

Mr. George: You are going to show
everything

The Minister for Works: The present
route is one of the proposed routes, and
one of the partially surveyed routes. The
Wilson Government started the very first
survey, and it was the one on which the
line has been huilt.

Mr. George: You must have done a lot
of work in e very short time.

The Minister for Works: We have done
50.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: I want the pre-

sent ronte laid down, Why will not the
Mibister include it in the amendment?

The Minister for Works: I will explain
why.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The words “the
proposed route” do not mean anything.
I hope the Minisier will agree to my sug-
gestion, or he might alter the amendment
by making it read, “the proposed and
preseni” routes. ¢

The Premier: Make it “all” routes.

Mr. George: That is all we want.

Hon, J. MITCEELL: The amendment
will specify the Wilson Government's

various surveyed routes and the proposed
route. That will be unfair. I want the
route of the line as surveyed and laid
down.

The Minister for Works: You will get
it.
~ Hon. J. MITCHELL:: T bave no wish
to discuss the malter with the Minister,
but I hope the House will insist on the
Minister giving it. We do not get all! that
the Minister promises us, We have not
got some information whiech was asked
for the other day, and are not likely to
gat it.

" The Premier: You are asking for in-
formation which does not exist. That 1s
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why yon are disappointed. You cannot
have what does not exist, :

Mr. Underwood: You eanuot imagine
something, and then lay it on the Table,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: It is ludicrous
to say ihat the present route of Lhe line
does not exist. I want the motion fo
gpecify the present route, as well as any
other route that the Minister likes to in-
clude. While members on the Government
side might be willing to take the Mini-
ster's word, as they were in connection
with the sleeper contract, I am not wil-
ling to do so, but I hope that the Minister
will realise I am reasonable in asking for
this alteration,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) : My objeet in amending
the metion is to give Parlinment a-map
showing the whole of the routes. Some
routes were surveyed, some were parti-
ally snrveyed, and there were some on
which there was a trial survey. As a
matter of fact, if my memory is right,
when the present Government took office
there was a new propased route alto-
gether. Therefore, it is necessary to re-
tain the word ‘‘proposed’’ beecause there
was something new. In regard to the
point raised by the hon. member for Nor-
tham, the motion covers the present sor-
veyed rovte because the very firat survey
put in by the Wilson Government was
the survey on which the line was built
by the present Government. If they had
continued on the route on which they
started, they would have received the
commendation of all the people in the
distriet, but they stopped when they
were going right, and then started to go
wrong., The further they went, the more
criticism they received, and in the strug-
gle to put themselves right, they made a
mess of the whole concern. Tn the pro-
posed surveved rontes must be included
the present route becanse that was the first
which the Wilson Q(overnment under-
took.

Hon. J. Mitchell: May T move, Mr.
Speaker, that ‘‘proposed’’ be struck out
and ‘‘present’’ substituted ?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has
already spoken.
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Mr. MONGER (York): I beg to move
an amendment on the amendment—

That “proposed” be struck out ond

““present” substituted.

Mr. SPEARER: I aceept that amend-
ment; it is an amendment of one word.

Mr. MALE (Kimberley): 1 second the
amendment on the amendment.

Mr. MONGER: I fail to ses why the
Minister cannot agree to the proposed
amendment to the amendment.

The binister for Works: 1 am agree-
ing to it. I absolutely agree to give you
the present route. Ti you get that, that
is all you want. You want to strike
¢¢proposed’’ out.

Mr. MONGER: There is no ‘‘pro-
posed’’ in the matter. There is a line of
railway practically completed.

The Minister for Works: The bon.
member knows there were many pro-
posals,

Mr. MONGER: I do.

The Minister for Works: Then I want
to give yon the lot.

Mr., MONGER: Well add ‘‘proposed
and present.’’

The Minister for Works: The various
surveyed routes are ineluded.

Mr. SPEAKER: This discussion is not
in order; we are not in Committee.

Mr. MONGER: I desire to move the
amendment to the amendment which T
have indicated,

Mr. SPEAKER: In dealing with the

proposed amendment on an amendment,
T shall take the amendment as if it were
the original question. The question is
that the word ‘‘proposed’’ stand part of
the question.
" Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam): May
I suggest that the Minister should agree
to accept the suggestion of the member
for York by adding the word ‘‘present.’’
I wish o have laid on the Table of the
House a map showing the present route,
and as many of the proposed routes as
the Minister thinks fit. Will the Minis-
ter agree to add the words ‘‘and pro-
posed and present.’’

The Minister for Works: Yes.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I rose to suggest
that the hon. member for York should
withdraw his amendment.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Does the hon. member
for York adhere to his amendment?

Mr. MONGER: I ask leave to with-
draw my amendment, and will agree to
the other.

Amendment on amendment, by leave,
withdrawn. .

Mr. SPRAKER: The question now is
that the words ‘‘and proposed’’ he in-
serted.

Mr. Monger: ‘*And present’’ also.

Mr. SPEAKER: I suggest that if it is
the intention of any hon. member to have
inserted the words ‘‘and present’’ after
“‘and proposed'’ we should deal with
thizs amendment first, and when these
words have heen inserted another amend-
ment can be moved to have ‘‘and pre-
sent’’ inserted.

My, MeDowall:
Works agrees bo it

My, George: I do not know where we
are.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no doubt in
my mind where we are. The motion
moved by the hon. member for Northam
has been amended by the insertion of the
words ‘‘Wilson Government’s various’’
after ‘“the’’ in the first paragraph. A
further amendment has been proposed by
the Minister for Works to insert after
“‘surveyed’’ the words ‘‘and proposed.’’
The question is that the words ‘“and pro-
posed’’ be inserted after ‘‘surveyed.”’

Amendment (to insert ‘‘and pro-
posed’’) put and passed.

Mr. SPEAKER: Now the hon, member
for York may move his amendment.

Mr. MONGER (York): I beg to move
a further amendment— i

That after “proposed”

“and present” be inserted.

Mr. SPEAKER: The sentence will
read most wngrammatieally, if that is
done, T sogpest that if the hon. member
desires to achieve his objeet he had bet-
ter move to insert after ‘‘railway’’ the
words ‘‘together with that of the pre-
sent route.”” If the hon. member does
that the sentence will be in grammatical
form and will achieve what the hon.
member desires to achieve,

Mr. MecDONALD (Gaseoyne): I sug-
gest, Mr, Speaker, that if the words

The Minister for

the words
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‘“and the present roufe'’ were inserted
after the words ‘‘the Wilson Govern-
ment’s various surveyed and the pro-
posed route’’ it wonld meet the case.

Mr. Dwyer: T desire——

Mr. SPEAKER: Ordert I am not
going to take all of these suggestions.
I want a definite suggestion.

Mr. Underwood: I hope, Mr. Speaker,
that a litile bit of bad grammer is not
going to stop the business of the House.

Mr. MONGER: I beg to withdraw my
amendment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr. MONGER: I beg to move a fur-
ther amendment—

That after the word “railway” the
words “together with that of the pre-
sent route” be added.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister for
Works has a further amendment?

The Minister for Works: My amend-
ment would be a consequential one. I will
take the amendment.

Mr. DWYER (Perth): T desire le
point out that the insertion of these
words will simply imply that the present
route 15 something different and distinet
from one of the surveyed routes of the
Wilson Governmenf. Anyocne reading the
amendment could not eome to any other
conclosion. T understand the existing
route is one of the routes surveyed by
the Wilson Government, and if that is
the ease I submit that the proposition
should read, “The wvarious surveyed
routes ineluding the present reute.’’ It
would be giving a  wrong impression to
the eountry if we implied that the exist-
ing route was not one that had been pre-
viougly surveyed. We wish our delibera-
tion here to give to the public-a true
reflex of what action has taken place.
T have, therefore, to oppose the amend-
ment in its present form.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson): What the hon. member
for Perth says is exactly the inference
that would be drawn if we agreed to this
amendment. I propose to ask the House
not-to agree to the -amendment, as I do
not want an inference of that kind to be
drawn in regard to the present Govern-
ment. The present route is one of the
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surveyed routes of the Wilson Govern-
ment. The motion covers what the hon.
member for Northam wants, and I am not
prepared to accept this amendment, as it
would permit a wrong construction to be
put on the position.

Mr. Male: Is the Minister for Works in
order 11 now objecting to an amendment
which a few minutes ago he agreed fo¥

The SPEAKER: The amendment is
perfectly in order, and is open to diseus-
sion by this House, no matter who raises
objection.

Mr. Monger: The Minister for Works
agreed to it——

My, SPEAKER: I am not here to say
what the Minister for Works agreed to
or did not agree to, I am here to state
whether the amendment is in order. It
is in order.

My, GEORGE (Mnrray-Wellington):
It appears that at present there is more
anxiety to see how the motion hinges than
there is about the real thing that interests
the country. An amendment has been
proposed implicating the Wilson Govern-
ment. I do not eare whether it is the
Wilson Government, the Moore Govern-
ment, or the present Government. If we
made’ a mistake we must stand up {o the
mistake, but the way the hon. member for
Perth (Mr. Dwyer) puts it indicates that
he wants to rub it in and to stir up the
dying embers of party warfare.

Mr, MALE (Kimberley): On a point
of order, my enquiry was not whether the
amendment was in order, but whether Lhe
Minister for Works was in order in op-
posing an amendment which a few min-
utes previously he had agreed to.

The Minister for Works: I never agreed
to' the améndmernit- i )

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Does the hon.
member ask “that I should decide on that
point of ¢rder?¥’ T ’ :

Mr. MALE: No.
conscience, I take it.

Mr, George: Let us get to business, we
are only wasting time,

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam): All
T wish is to.get a map of the present
route of the line as laid down——

The Minister for Works: You will get

It was a point of

it,
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Hon, J. MITCHELL: I think the
House should order the Minister fo give it.

The Minister for Works: We will see
whether the House will,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I asked simply
for the surveyed route of the railway anid
the route of same as recommended by the
Advisory Board. The Minister has added
words which will enable various routes to
be shown, but there is no need to add
those words, because the Minister has ab-
solute power to put on the Table anything
he pleases. T well remember a conference
we had a few weeks before we were puot
out of office and the present Government
were put in, at which conference it was
decided that the route should be east of
Lake Kurrenkutten, and I doubt whether
any railway survey of the Wickepin-Mer-
redin route before the present Minister
took office—

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! This debate
is not in order. The matter now under
discussion is eoncerning the addition of
the words “together with that of the pres-
ent route,”” The discussion must be eon-
fined to that.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I believe the
amendment would meet the case, and I
consider it i3 a decided improvement on
the one previously moved by the hon. mem-
ber for York (Mr. Monger). I am not
even going fo call for a division on this
question. I do not care what is done, but
I believe the House should decide that we
have the route as at present laid down
shown on that plan. '

Mr, E. B. Jobnston: Why not aeccept
the words sugpested by the hon. member
for Perih?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The hon. men-
ber for Perth can move a further amend-
ment if he has an improvement on this
one. All ¥ desire is to gel a map showing
the present route. I ask the Minister lo
allow us to put in this motion an order
that he shall supply a map of the present
route of the Wickepin-Merredin line.

Mr. 8. STUBBS (Wagin): If I am in
order Mr. Speaker, I would like to say
that a great number of people are under
the impression that s mistake has been
made with the present ronte of this par-
ticolar line of railway, and 1 understood
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the Minister 8 few minutes ago to state
that the line wag being constructed now
upon a route that had been surveyed by
the Wilson Government.

The Minister for Works: There was
just a mile or two to connect up.

Mr, 8. STUBBS: A few minutes after-
wards he tells the House in answer to an
interjection of the hon. member for Nor-
tham that the surveyed route had not been
completed by the Wilson Government.

The Minister for Works: There was
just a mile or two to connect up.

Mr. 5. STUBBS: Surely there musi be
something wrong somewhere. A greut
number of people are under the impres-
sion that the route adopted by the present
(Government is wrong in the best interests
of a large number of the seitlers there.
That is an absclute fact, and the hon.
metober for Northam was anxious when
moving this motion to have the route laid
upon the Tabie of the House, also the Ad-
visory Board’s idea of the route the line
was to take. I do not think that any false
impression, as the hon. member for Perth
suggests, would go abroad to the country
if the amendment that has been made to
the original motion of the hon. member
for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell) is earried
as suggested by himself.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker) : I submit that there is a broad
distinction between the amendment that
was accepted by the Minister for Works
and the amendment as suggested, Sir, by
you. The object of the first part of this
motion, as amended, is to indicate that all
the routes that are to be shown upon the
map are routes in which the Wilson Gov-
ernment were concerned. That is to say,
all the proposed routes and the route that
was ultimately adopted, the present roule,
had their origin in the Wilson Govern-
ment. If the amendment as proposed now
is to be earried, then it would make it ap-
pear that the Wilson Government were
responsible for the surveyed routes, but
the present route was something different,
for which someone else was responsible
in regard to the proposal and the survey.
The Minister for Works has repeatedly
assured the Chamber that he will place a
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neap upon the Table showing all the routes,
omitting none.

Mr. Allen: Past and present.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Past
and present, and, therefore, there can be
no particular object in insisting upon “the
present” being in at all, If all the rontes
proposed and surveyed by the Wilson
QGovernment be placed upon the map the
present ronte must be there, and the other
is useless verbiage. It means nothing ex-
cept a suggestion that the Minister for
Works is simply and only responsible for
the present route, That is an inferenee
that I, for one, would guard against, and
I should vote against it being eonveyed in
the amendment.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Do you not believe
in the present route?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes,
but not in the stigma which it is sought to
place inferentially on the Minister for
Works,

Hon. J. Mitchell: It is not.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
doubtedly it is the desire to seek to de-
clare an objeetionable line to be the eon-
ception of the Minister for Works when,
as a matter of fact, the whole thing origi-
nated in the previous Government, by
which Government the line was surveyed
end mapped ont. All that the present
Minister for Works did was to earry out
that one particular route. He accepted
that in preference to four or five others
which were open to him and all of which
were proposed by lhe Wilson Government.
The Minister for Works simply made a
selection out of five possible lines open
to him,

Mr. 8. Stubbs: He evidently selected
the worst route.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Never
mind what he did. That worst route had
previously been mapped ont and surveyad
by his predecessor.

Mr. S. Stubbs: But it was wrong.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
a matter not now for argument, and I
should be out of order if T were now to
pursue it. I only want to show the lack
of justice, as well as wisdom, there would
be in having the words ‘‘together with”’
inserted, naking therefore a distinction
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belween the Wilson Government surveys
and proposals, and the present route.
There is no distinetion., The present
route is part and parcel of the proposals
of the previous Government, and there-
fore no distinction in justice and in com-
mon sense ought to be made. The words
are abselutely unnecessary and they are
more than unnecessary in the sense of
completing the motion, and, as imposing
a duty on the Minister for Works, they
are sctually misleading, and reflect upon
the Minister for Works, and, therefore,
apon this Government.

Hon. J. Mitchell: T would be sorry to
reflect on the Government; I do not think
there is any reflection at all in the words.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Let not
this inane hypocrisy break forth from
the hon, member, We know that the
hon. member wounld lose no opportunity
of colouring us with his tar brush if he
could. The fact that there is this distine-
tion created when it i5 unneccessary,
when it adds words to the motion which
give no further meaning and no farther
light te it, which make no further clear-
ness to the subject—the fact that this
distinetion is there, is liable to mislead,
and it is the strongest possible argument
to me for voting down the amendment.

Mr. MALE (Kimberley): In spite of
the eloguence of the Attorney General,
I am afraid that that eloguence is
not sofficient to eonvince me that
his argument is right. He has cer-
tainly emphasised to me the necessity
for inserting these words. He says
that the insertion of these words offers &
suggestion. Then, I say, having pointed
that out, the omission of these words
also offers a suggestion; it offers a sug-
gestion to the effect that we are only going
to produce the surveyed routes and the
proposed routes of the Wilson Govern-
ment, but those routes apparently were
not availed of, and we will say nothing
about the present route.

Mz, Dwyer: It will include the present
route.

Mr. MALE: If it includes that route
the suggestion is left that the surveyed
and the proposed routes of the Wilson
Government were not the right routes,
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but that the present Government had dis-
covered the right route. Let us make the
motion quite clear. I have no objection
to the words being altered so that there
may be no suggestion left. We ean alter
the amendment to the effeet that the pre-
sent route is one of those surveyed rontes,
but we should not let it go forth that we
are only going to produee the surveyed
routes and the proposed romtes of the
Wilson Government

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : There are no others.

Mr. MALE: And it does not include
the present route, which was one of the
original routes surveyed. I think the sug-
gestion which is left is as bad as the sug-
gestion pointed out by the Attorney Gen-
eral, and for that reason I shall certainly
vote for the amendment.

Amendment (that the words “together
with that of the present route” be ihserted
at the end of parvagraph 1) put, and a

division taken with the following re-
sult :— .
Ayes . - .. 11
Noes .. - .. 24
Majority against .. 13
Ayvna,
Mr. Allen Mr. Monger
Mr. George Mr. A. E. Plesse
Mr. Harper Mr. A. N. Plesse
Mr. Lefroy Mr. B. Stubbs
Mr. Malo Mr. Layman
Mr. Mitchell (Teliery.
Nees.
Mr. Angwin Mr. McDowall
Me. Bolion Mr, Mullany
Mr, Carpeater Mr. Munsie -
Mr. Colller Mr. Price
Mr. Dwyer . Mr. Scaddan
Mr, Foley Mr. Taylor
Mr. Gardiper Mr. Turvey
Mr. Green Mr. Underwood
Mr. Johnson Mr., Walker
Mr. Johnsion Mr. A. A. Wlison
Mr. Lapder Mr. Heitmann
Mr. Lowls (Teller).
Mr. McDonald

Amendment thus negatived.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) moved a further amend-
ment—

That the word “Including” be in-

serted at the begimning of paragraph 2
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Hon. J. Mitchell: May I ask what the
idea is?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
propose, then, to strike out the words “of
same,” and the paragraph will read, “In-
eluding the route as recommended by the
Advisory Board.” .

Amendment passed.

On motion by the MINISTER FOR
WORKS, the words “of same” were
struck out.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington):
moved & farther amendment—

That the following words be added
at the end of paragraph 2, “and also
the one adopted by the present Govern-
ment.”

Then we can have no mistake about it.
I do not think it needs any words of
mine to commend this amendment to the
House. The desire is that we should have
everything that is to be found.

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot accept the
amendment because it is similar to the
ohe already negatived in regard to the
preceding paragraph.

Mr. George: I am sorry.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Nar-
rogin}: I would like to say a few words
before the action is put. If hon. mem-
bers opposite had locked through the re-
port of the select committee which was
adopled by this House last session, they
would have had a clearer idea of the is-
sues. I am sorry they have not done so.
Tf they had, they would not have nttered
words calenlated to mislead the publie.

Mr. George: Is it not possible to have
two opinions about that report?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Of course, but
it is not possible to utter expressions of
opinion if you have read that report snd
the sworn evidence taken by that com-
mittee.

Mr. George: In spite of that, different
opinions have been offered.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: By gentlemen
whe, I am afraid, have not read the evi-
dence and who are not prepared to accept
the sworn evidence.

Mr. George: The stuffing has been
knocked ont of that by the fact that dif-
ferent opinions have been offered this
evening.
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Mr. B B. JOHNSTON: Yes, by gentle-
men who, I am afraid, have not read the
evidence, or who are not prepared to ac-
cept the sworn evidence of the witnesses.
At any rate, if the member for Murray-
Wellington will be a little less disorderly
I will give my views on the question. 1
would like to emphasise the fact that the
whole of the trouble with which the Gov-
ernment have been faced in this matter
is that when they came into office they
found that, while one railway from Wicke-
pin to Merredin had been authorised, the
previous Administration had surveyed or
partly surveyed five different routes for
this railway at the point in dispute near
Kumminin, It is evident to everyone in
Western Australia that whichever of those
routes the Government had selected a
large number of settlers in the district
would bave heen inlensely disappointed;
and whichever route was accepted mem-
hers opposite wonld have declared that it
was the wrong route, and would have sym-
pathised with the people on the other four
rontes. People who were deceived by the
late Administration, beeause the late Ad-
ministration should never have made that
large number of surveys. Although the
members opposite now pose as great sap-
porters of the Advisory Board’s route,
when they were in office and in power;
they were nothing of the kind, because if
they had intended to take the Advisory
Board’s ronte at that time {fhey would
never have surveyed all these lines, one
of them nearly 10 miles away from the
Advisory Board’s route. The whole res-
ponsibility for whatever disappointment
the settlers have been subjected to lies with
the late Administration. I think every
settler realises the difficulty the Minister
for Works has bad to face, and realises
also the fact that the select committee
appointed by the House to inquire into
the matter agreed that the present Gov-
ernment did the right and proper thing.

Mr. George: You, ahove all others,
ounght to know that it is necessary to make
several shots before deciding on a rail-
way.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: There were no
engineering diffienlties whatever in the
Advisory Board's route. We had that
evidence before us also. Instructions were
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given by Mr. Daglish, the then Minister
for Works, to proceed on the direct route.
Those were his first instractions to the
departmental officials, and that is the
route which the line has been built upon by
the present Government. The late Govern-
ment wasted money in unnecessary sor-
veys, and as the election was coming on
they were afraid to take the responsi-
bility of deciding which of these routes the
railway should be built upon, 1f they
had come to a decision before the elee-
tions, I think that whichever route they
had adopted we wounld have had one or
two members sitting on this side of the
House from the districts concerned, Be-
cause it is clear that there were five routes,
only one of which conld be accepted, and
the eleetors living near the other four
routes would all have been intensely dis-
appointed with the Government. The
late Gpvernment, by their inertness and
inaction in this matter, threw the res-
ponsibility on the present Government,
and now they are trying to get ecredit
with the disappointed settlers along the
other roules. I am sorry that the seope
of this motion cannot be extended. We
are to have this map laid on the Table,
and I am sorry we cannot post a copy of
it to every elector in Western Australia.
If we conld send copies of this map to all
the electors we would put into their hands
standing and lasting evidence of the vae-
cilation and wasteful methods of the late
oceupants of the Treasary bench, T say
that map is enduring evidence of the ex-
ient to which the Wilson Government
were prepared to submit to political and
other outside influences in regard to fixing
the routes of rallways in Western Aus-
tralia, which to-day, I am glad to sdy,
are being built on lines dictated only hy
publie poliey.

Mr. George: And the Trades Hall,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: If there was
a wrong thing ever done in Western Aus-
tralia it was when the Lands Department,
under the eontrol of the late Minister for
Lands, izsued maps of that partieolar
district, showing railway rontes east of
Emu Hill on the Advisory Board’s report,
and also the direct route. Three different
routes were shown repeatedly on the maps
issued by the Lands Department. A large
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number of subdivisions were being thrown
open by the Government, and on plans
of those subdivisions the route for this
railway nearest to, the land offered was
marked, although the Government realised
at the time that only one railway could
be built. The settlers were grievously dis-
appointed, and the select committes which
had te inquire inte this matter, in pursu-
ance of its duty sharply drew attention to
this in its report, and recommended that
in future very much greater care should
be shown by the Lands Department in
issning -its maps.

Mr. George: They never shifted the
position of the ocean.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: But they
shifted the position of this railway. At
present we are diseussing the question of
the railway, and I am going to have my
say despite the hon. member.

Mr. George: But you should not speak
about maps,

Mr. E, B. JOHENSTON: I will speak
about maps, and against the hon. gentle-
man I will speak on any subject pertain-
ing to polities anywhere and at any time
he likes; and if the hon. gentleman shonld
pick the historie town of Pinjarra for
the debate I will be there on the appointed
date, :

Mr. George: I never shifted the ocean.

The Premier: But you have shifted a
foundry or two.

Mr. George: And I will shift you yet.

The Premier: No chance; you were
shifted from the Railways once.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I was con-
nected with the Lands Depariment for
gome fime, and during that period a pro-
posed line of railway from Wickepin
to Merredin was shown on the plans of
the department, That was before the Ad-
visory Board had made a report on this
project at all. The line shown at that
time on the (overnment plans on which
hundreds of people took up land and made
selections, was the direet route. That
proposed route was removed from the
public pians in 1909, and I am glad to
gay the Government built the line on the
direct route, and so kept faith with ali
those people who settled in that distriet
on the strength of public information
shown on the official maps up till 1909.
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There is, howéver, one feature whieh per-
haps to-night’'s debate bas emphasised,
namely, the fact that it is necessary to
give the settlers of that district relief by
extending the Yilliminning-Kondinin rail-
way northward into that district: That
is a matter upon which

Mr. SPEAKER; Order! The hon, mem-
ber is not debating the question.

Mr. E, B, JOHNSTON: I would like
to point out that the report of the select
committee on the Wickepin-Merredin rail-
way made it clear that additional faeili-
ties were required for the people of the
district, particularly those who had ex-
pected to get the kaepm-Merredm
railway, These people are situated in
the Emn Hill-Arrowsmith district, and
north of Kondinin. They expected to be
within reasonable distance of the Wicke-
pin-Merredin railway, but owing to the
direct and right and proper route hav-
ing heen adopted by the Government they
are now some distance from railway com-
munication. The Government have an-
other proposal to serve these people, and
I hope conseguently

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member must not pursne that course of
conduet,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: No, Sir. At
any rate, Sir, the hardships the people in
that district have suffered—1I am obeying
your wishes, Mr. Speaker—the people in
that district have been referred to in an-
other direction ,to-night, namely, in re-
gard to the price of theu' land.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! If the hon.
member pursues that course of diseus-
sion I shall compel him to take his seat.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: T am most
anxious to obey you, Sir.

Mr. SPEAEKER: The hon. member’s
anxiety almost disarms me.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: If T might be
entitled to refer to the price of land on
the same lines as hon. members opposite
did earlier in this debatef

Mr, SPEAKER: If the hon, member’s
remarks are to have any application what-
ever to the motion wunder discussion he
mgy proceed to make them,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I will be as
plain as I can. The Wickepin-Merredin
line has been rightly shifted to a direect
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ronte. Hon, members on the Opposition
side bave referred to the fact that, con-
sequently, those people who settled on
the Advisory Board’s route were charged
a much higher price for their land than
would have been the case had the Ad-
visory Board’s route not been before the
Lands Department at the time the land
was taken up.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: Who said that?

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: The memher
for Northam (Hon. J. Mitehell); and
he was quite right in saying it, too. [
wish to endorse that hon. gentle-
mén’s remarks in this respeet. Since
the route of the line has been altered I
hope the Government will be sympathetic
and will have a reclassification of the
distriet made, and will reduce the price of
the land to Lhose settlers who were eharged
an undue amount on the anticipation of
railways whieh never would, and never
could, have been built to the immediate
vieinity of their holdings., That is the
point I wished to make when the hon.
member interrapted me, and I think it is
very pertinent to this motion. These peo-
ple have suffered great hardships. They
find themselves deprived of a railway,
and 7 say it is the duty of the Government
to see that any increased price that was
put on the land on account of the very
many rontes along whiech the previous
Government thought of building the line
ought to be remitted, especially in the case
of those settlers who find themselves 10
miles away from a railway. In coneclusion,
T wish only to say that this railway is
a trunk line, and a heavy one, and it is
going to be the main highway between
the Eastern goldfields and the whole of
the southern distriets, the southern ports,
and the watering places of the State, and
I am satisfied that the present Government
did the right thing when they refused to
add 10 or 12 miles to the journey of the
goldfields people to the southern portions
of the State, and to the distance that the
produce of the whole of the sguthern pro-
ducers has to travel to reach the great
goldfields market. The present Govern-
ment have done many good things for the
people, but I say there is none that will
stand out better than their refusal to add
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12 miles to the length of this trunk line
and saddle our southern producers with
that unnecessary freight for all time.

Resolved: That motions be continuned.

Mr, MONGER (York): The hon. mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin made consider-
able reference in the early portion of his
remarks to what the seleet committee ap-
pointed by this House did in regard to the
matter under diseussion. I would like the
hon. memher and other members on the
Ministerial side to remember that in Dec-
ember, 1911, T moved for the appointment
of a select committee to inquire into the
proposed alteration of the route of this
particular line. My proposal on that oe-
casion was not agreed to. Some six vor
eight months afterwards another place
resolved that a select committee of that
Chamber should be appointed to inquire
into the deviation of the route of this
railway, and shortly afterwards a member
on the Ministerial side in this House moved
that another select committee be appointed
to consider the same question. . I will give
members on the Ministerial side eredit for
this, that whilst a few months before they
refused to give me the select committee I
asked for, yet when it was moved for by
one of the nominees of the Minister for
Works, the motion was carried without the
slightest hesitation. Later on the two com-
mittees sat together, and listened to a great
deal of evidence, and I want the member
for Williams-Narrogin, whe has spoken
so much about the report which was ae-
cepted by this Chamber,to understand that
had there been a vote of the joint select
eommittee of the two Houses there would
have been a six to four majority against
the report submitted by the member for
Subiaco. After the landatory way in
which the ‘member for Williams-Narrogin
referred to that report, I want to tell
bim and the people of the country that
there was never a moreunnecessary, s move
adverse, and more unfair report brought
in by any select committee that that adop-
ted in this Chamber on the motion of the
member for Subiaco. No one knows bet-
ter than 1he member for Pilbara and the
member for Williams-Narrogin, who sat
on that select committee, but who never
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listened to one word of evidence, and who
never read the report which was carried
overwhelmingly in another place, and who
yet had the audacity to refer to it this
evening——

Mr. E. B. Johnston: On a point of or-
der, I object strongly to the statement
that, as a member of that select committee,
I failed in my duty by not reading or
hearing the evidence. I read every word
of the evidence, and heard most of it.

Mr, SPEAKER: There is no point of
order involved. The hon. member is not
in order in interrupting another hon. mem-
ber in the course of his speech, If the
hon, member deems that there is a reflec-
tion on him, then he may rise to a point
of order.

Mr. MONGER: I want the people to
. understand that the two select committees
tendered reports to their respective Cham-
bers, and I want the people to ask them-
selves whether they will take the report
recommended by the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin and the member for Pil-
bara, and brought in by the member for
Subiaco as chairman of the select com-
mittee from this House, in preference to
that carried by a four to one majority,
practically on the voises, of the members
of the select committee from another plare.
I ask them whether they would prefer o
accept the interpretation placed on Lhe
evidence by the nominee of the Minister
for Works, or the interpretation by the
independent gentlemmen from anotler
place.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member is not in order in reflecting on
another member of this House. He is not.
justified in ealling any member the nom-
inee of any other person. Every hon.
member is independent, and must be re-
cognised as such.

Mr. MONGER : 1 have said all T intend
10 say about the appointment of that select
committee, and the verdiet they arrived
at. I onderstand now that this line nf
railway is practically completed, and
T do want it to to go out to the
people that T consider it was absolntely
unfair to deviate from the recommenda-
tions of the Advisory Board. I want mem-
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bers on the Ministerial side to bear in
mind, that in the many remarks I havo
made on this railway I have always ad-
vocated that the recommendation of the
Advisory Board should be given effect
to whenever any agricultural line of rail-
way has been snbmitted for the considera-
tion of this Houge. That was all I asked.
I did go one point further when I un.
derstood that the Minister in charge of
this work had some ides of making a
change from the Advisory Board’s recown-
mendation; I did suggest that he should
again refer it to an independent tribunal,
but that he absolutely refused to do. 1
want hon. members on the Ministerial side,
and the people of the State, to know that
in making that alteration from the Ad-
visory Board’s recommendation, a person
interested in the route appointed himself
the sole arbiter in connection with the de-
vialion, which has affected many hundreds
of settlers to a very considerable extent.

The Premier: Name?

Mr. MONGER : I say that the Minister
for Works was interested, and being iu-
terested, be should have been the last per-
son to have appointed himself sole arbiler
in connection with this matter.

The Premier: You are stating some-
thing which you know is incorrect.

Mr. MONGER: I know it to be correct,
and it 1s not the first time I have said it.

The Premier: Younr best friend was in-
lerested,

Mr. Lander: That is what hurts; it did
not suit your friend Copley. <

Mr. MONGER: 1 had no interest in Lhe
matter, but T am perfectly right in saying
that any individual who was personally
interested——

The Premier: He was not interested in
the stightest degree.

Mr. MONGER: I do not want to go
through his land transactions or those of
another hon. member who sits on the Gov-
ernment side, but 1 do say without the
slightest hesitation that any person who
was interested, as the Minister for Works
was, should have been the last to have ap-
pointed himself to the position of decid-
ing the route of that particular line.

The Premier: Cabinet decided it.
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- Mr. MONGER ;: After a previous Cab-
inet had decided on an absolutely differ-
eni route.

The Premier: They had donre nothing
of the kind.

Mr. MONGER: I am only going on the
evidence before the select committee and
the evidenee contained in the files on the
Table, '

The Premier: They decided on five dif-
ferent routes, but on none definitely.

Mr. MONGER: There was a definile
instruction given by the Cabinet of a pre-
vious Administration. Whilst on this
point I desire to eongratulate the Premier
and his colleagues on having taken every
possible opportunity to alter the instrae-
tions or promises of their predecessors.

Mr., Lander: Would it not have been
a good thing to have altered their deeision
in connection with the Fremantle dock
where £200,000 was lostf

Mr. MONGER: I am not going to deal
witht the Fremantle dock this evening., 1
rose only for the purpose of pleading, if
I may be permitted to say so, on hehalf
of a body of the finest setilers on the lands
of Western Australia.

The Premier: You are smoodging now.

Mr. MONGER: I am asking that fair
play shonld be meted out for having
taken away from these people a railway
after they had taken up their selections
on the nnderstanding that they would be
in close proximity to the line, whereas
now they find themselves placed at the
extreme limit of 12% miles from a rail-
way. No mmatter whether the smoodging
promise of the Minigter for Works to
construet another line is carried out,
these people are at the extreme limit,
and I ask the Government to say, “We
have failed to earry oui the promise of
a previous Administration. We realise
that the price is in excess of the value
of your land, owing to its distance from
the nearest reilway communication not
being what you anticipated it would be
when you fook up your land; conse-
quently we intend to reduce the price
of the land.”’ I ask that in fairness to
themselves and in fairness to the people
who have settled in this particular lae-
alitv. reasonable eonsideration should be
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given to the requests for a reduetion in
the price charged for the land. T have
one more request to make and it is that
the best facilities in the shape of road
communication be given to the settlers
who have from twelve to thirteen miles
to cart their produce. I ask for the fair
and reasonable attention of the Minister
for Works, who has an interest in the
welfare of the district, and who, I am
going to say—according to the plans T
have seen—has not failed to see that the
gselection he is interested in and the selec-
tion in which a brother member of Par--
liament is interested have been given
very reasonable road facilities, and I
hope that in his Ministerial capacity he
will give these settlers who are not so
favourably situated his most reasonable
attention,

The Premier: You ought to get a lot
of consideration.

Mr. HARPER (Pingelly) : I have only
a few words more to say on this matter.
We have heard a great deal of discussion
about the various routes surveyed and
the route recomemnded by the Advisory
Board, and we have heard that none had
been adopted at the time the present
Government took office. In that case the
responsibility certainly devolved upon
the Minister for Works to select the
route which would suit the greatest num-
ber of settlers. The plan before me
clearly demonstrates that there is a large
number of settlers on the east side of -
Lake Kurrenkutten and along the route
recommended by the Advisory Board. It
is clear thai there are 80 per cent. or

-four times the number of selectors aloug

the Advisory Board’s route, the most
easterly route, as there are on the west-
erly route. The hon. member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin seemed to be a great ad-
vocate of the direet route from Collie to
the goldfields and seemed to think that
traffic shonld be diveried from its natural
route going from Bunbury and the south-
ern distrieis to the fields instead of from
Fremantle or Perth.

The Premier: You are getting a bit
muddled.

Mr. HARPER: No, I am not. The
most direct route for settlers in this part
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of the State is the railway to Fremantle.
Another big error has been ecommitted
by making the Wickepin railway a trunk
line. It will only be a feeder to the
spur lines of the Great Southern railway,
namely, the Yillimining-Kondinin, Brook-
ton-Kunjin, and the Korrijin lines. A
trunk line will ¢ost double the amount
per mile that these spur lines cost to
conatruet. That is another blunder which
has been made. I do not thiuk that any-
one looking at the plan would have taken
any other route than the eastern route
via Kurrenkutten. 1 regret that this
arror of judgment has been made. That
is my opinion of it, and the plan before
me backs up my statement. There is no
doubt that those who settled on this Jand
on the strength of the railway being con-
structed on the eastern side of Lake
KRurrenkutten should be exempted from
rent until they get railway faecilities. A
great injustice has been done fo those
people who took up the land. T kuoow
many who have been ruined as a resulf.
Men who were working in Perth started
nut for the Kurrenkutten distriet with
considerable sums of hard-earned money
saved by their energy and thrift and
they have spent their money and are still
without a railway. That money was
frandnlently received from those people
and they should be exempted from rent
and other conditions until railway facili-
ties are granted them.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Deceived by the late Government.

Mr. HARPER: But the present Gov-
ernment deprived them of the railway;
that is where the injustice comes in.
Bverything would have been all right if
the line had been built according to the
Advisory Board’s recommendation. I
hope the people of this State will become
acquainted with the facts and will realise
what an injustice has beer done to these
settlers.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Nortbam):
When I brought forward this motion, T
did it with the best possible intention. I
desired to rectify a wrong done to some
settlers who were allowed to take up land
during my ferm as Minister for Lands.
There was a reeommendation by the Advis-
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ory Board and there is the route laid down
by the present Government. I wish to
have a plan in order that I may do my
duty by the people who were sent out
into this country when I was Minister
for Lands. A great deal of unnecessary
heat has been imported into this debate.
Why should that be so? The Government
have even taken the opportunity of amend-
ing my motion in order—to use the words
of the Altorney General—to whitewash
themselves. I had no intention at all of
doing other than benefiting these settlers.
I did not want to blacken the Ministry;
1 had no intention of whitewashing them,
although they are very much in need of
it; I merely wished to bave the map in
order that I may deal in a reasonable fash-
ion with the matter of these people settied
on this Jand. If the Advisory Board’s re-
port had been adopted, and the Advisory
Board’s report would have been adopted
if the previous Government had remained
in office ]

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): You know jolly well it would not
have been.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: A few weeks be-
fore the Wilson Government left office, the
Premier, Minister for Works, and myself,
as Minister for Lands, met and decided
that the Advisory Board’s route should be
the route as nearly as possible, nofwith-
standing any surveys made before.

Mr. Taylor: I do not know where “pos-
sible” came into the transaction.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It is a well
koown fact, and if authorities are eon-
sulted they will bear me out, that money
spent on surveying lines and trial surveys
is money well spent. Take the Eastern
railway line, many deviations have been
made, because the surveys originally were
not sufficiently accurate to get the best
routes,

The Premier: The surveys should be
made before a retlway is anthorised.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The line from
Chidlow’s Well to Wooroloo is laid
down in an almost direct course and hon.
members know that several routes were
tried before the Line was finally deter-
mined upon, I know nothing of what
has been done by the Works Dapartment
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beyond the fact that certain lines have
been surveyed. I do not know whether
they were in search of a better grade.
In this House there was considerable dis-
cussion and the hon, member for Collie
—more power to him, he did his duty—
desired that the line should be as direct
as possible in order that coal might be
sent to the fields as cheaply as possible.
It was not a matter of saving twelve miles,
the freight over which would have been
very little indeed, That hon. member, in
this House, properly and rightly stated
that this aspect of the matter should re-
ceive consideration. The decision of the
present Government to build the line to the
west of Lake Kurrenkutten instead of to
the east, as was intended by the Advisory
Board's report, is absolutely wrong. To-
night we are being asked under the amend-
ment moved to the motion fo say that
the Ministry were right. If they were
right, they have nothing to fear, If they
were wrong, their attitude to-night is just
the attitude which they should bave
adopted. The Government now ask their
followers, numbering 34 in all, to say
they were right. Whenever a motion is
brought forward the Ministry, apparently,
take it as a vote of censure and conse-
quently amend it. The other day the Pre-
mier moved an amendment to a motion
in order to get a vote of confidence passed
in the Government. The Premier knows
that a majority in this House have confi-
dence in him. He has 34 men and frue
to stand by him and there are 16 who
stand for the country.

Mr. Taylor: The country has a poor
chance,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: My motion was
really moved with the intention of duing
bare justice from my point of view lo
the men who are settled east of Lake Kur-
renkutten. This evening we had the At-
torney Gleneral on his feet for the frst
time’ this session, objecting to my motion.
I do not say one word in regard to the
wild personal attack he made on me. I
wish merely to do my duty to this ecoun-
try. So long as I occupy a seat in this
House I shall attempt to do my duty no
matier ‘hat the consequences might be,
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I have no fear of the consequences, and
my duty is perfectly clear. I had no ul-
terior motive at all, and if any suggestion
of such a thing has been brought into this
debate it has been brought” in by hon.
members sitting opposite. Every mem-
ber of this House is responsible to the
people of this country, and particularly
responsible to the people settled on Lhe
land in response to the very cordial in-
vitation issued to them by the past Ad-
ministration. The Parliament of this
counlry is responsible for the action of
the past Parliament, and the Government
of this country is bound to give assis-
tance. Let us frankly diseuss things in &
plain business fashion, so that what is best
to be done in the interests of this State
can be done. I have already shown that
we intended to go east of Lake Kurren-
kutten, and there is no need to debate that
further. I ask how the Minister proposes
to get over the difficulty that bas been
caused through the deviation of this roule.
The lines that must run from the Great
Southern railway to the Wickepin-Mer-
redin line could have been extended, and
ali the people brought within reasonable
distance of railway communication, The
Wickepin-Merredin line should have been
the furthest east line to be bailt, but now
we are faced with the question of con-
strueting another line. I have been ac-
cused to-night of having deliberately de-
ceived intending settlers, It has been
said that I marked the various maps show-
ing a railway line on three different oc-
casions, just to suit the loeality I desired
to sell. I want to disclaim all responsi-

bility in that connection; I never did
anything of the sort, and I was
never capable of putting on- the

map & railway line suggested by the Ad-
visory Board. The Advisory Board made
the suggestion and the line went on to the
map in the Lands Department; as the
Premier well knows it was put on by the
officers there. Surely it is not sugpgested
that the Surveyor (eneral deliberately
marked three different maps, and three
different subdivisions to deliberately de-
ceive the people.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The maps were
prodoced to the select committee.
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Hon, J. MITCHELL: The hon. mem-
ber was for a long time an officer of the
Lands Department, and he knows that
the Minister does not mark the maps. It
it is not pecessary for me to say that if
the people have been deceived, there is a
duly on the present Government to reetify
the wrong. I am absolutely unconscious
of having dene any wrong to these people,
but if any wrong has been done why do
not the present Government right the
wrong? Why do they not help me to
right the wrong?

The Premier: We cannot do anything
in a day.

Hon, J. MITCEELL: The Premier
says the Government cannot do anything
in a day, but they have another year in
which they can do sowething. T have
called atienlion to the fact Lhat three
lines of railway were shown in connee-
tion with the proposal. I do not doubt
the ability of the hon. member for
Williams-Narrogin (Mr. E. B. Johnston)
to read inte maps just what he wants
to read into them.

Mr. George: He was able to shift the
ocean.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: That may or
may not be. So far as I am concerned
I have no desire to deceive anvone. I
wanted those maps to be perfectly accu-
rate and I believe they were accurate.
If those maps were not accurate the Pre-
mier knows what to do. My anxiety is
to bave this map laid on the Table of
the House in order that there may be a
further motion in the interests of the
people who have been charged more for
their land than they would have been
charged if T had known where this rail-
way was going. Not only is the Premier
willing to put the map on the Table, but
lie has apparently prepared one to meet
the amendments inserted in my motion.

The Premier: The map was here last
vear and I have not touched it since.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier bas
raade the motion fit the map. I do say
it is a strange thing that this motion
should have been altered in such a way
as to fit the map already in this Chamber.

The Premier: It is the map produced
last year when the railway was under
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discussion. It is the same map, we have
not iouched it,

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The Premier
says the map was not made to fit the
resolution; therefore, I take it, that the
resolufion has heen made to fit the map,
which is equally objectionahle. I hope
that motions which we bring forward in
the interesis of the people of the State
will be treated fairly and will receive
the consideration we are entitled to ex-
pect. My career in this State as a Min-
ister of the Crown is pertectly well
known. Tt has been said that I promised
railways. I certainly promised to recom-
mend railways, and T said unhesitatingly
that certain railways should be built to
gerve the interests of all the people of
this eountry, and I say it to-day. I
regret that railways are not being built
more Tapidly, and I regret also that re-
commendations of the Advisory Board
are nnt being adhered to, ihat board
being a board of experts. The Minister
considered he knew better than the Ad-
visory Board in deviating this particular
line.

The Premier: You thought you knew
more.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There was no
intention on the part of the past Gov-
ernmeut to build a line west of Lake
Kurrenkutten.

The Premier: Why did you survey it %

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Lines have been
deviated by the Works Department and
have Dbeen taken far out of the course
originally intended, in move than one
iostanee. 1 want to assure the Housge
that T have bronght this motion forward
with the idea of doing what I believe
to be bare justice to the people who have
been deprived of a railway line, which
this Parliament ordered should be built.
It is perfectly true that a 10-mile devia-
tien was provided, but only in order
that the best passible route might be
selected. Thizs authorised deviation has
been used to earry the line much further
to the west than ever was intended.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): It bas not gone outside the
deviation.
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Ion. J. MITCHELL: The Government
are responsible for what they have done
in that connection. My responsibility
is totally dilferent from theirs. I want
this map in order that I may do what I
believe to be right by the people I had
a hand in settling oo the land. I hope
that the Minister for Works will not
only lay the map on the Table of the
House, but when a forther motion in
connection with this matter comes up
for eonsideration, that it will be treated
fairly and dispassionately, as motions of
this sort should be treated.

Qnestion, as amended, put and passed.

PAPERS: LLOCK HOSPITAL, DORRE
ISLAND.

Charges against Officials.

Mr. MeDONALD ((Gascoyne) moved—
That all papers in connection with
the ingquiry wmade into the charges
against the medical superintendent and
the nurse-in-charge ot the Lock Hes-
pital, Dorré Island, be laid upon the
Table of the House.
He said: These charges against the doctor
and the nurse-in-charge at the Lock hos-
pital on Dorré Island were made, first of
all, about a vear ago. They emanated in
the first instance from a couple of dis-
missed servants. It would be seen later
on from evidence he wounld produce that
bad feeling existed between these people
and their fellow servants in the one in-
stance, between them and members of the
staff in another, and finally between them
and the medical superintendent. The
time when the acts of alleged misconduet
were sald to have oceurred was the early
part of April last year. The Minister for
‘Works, accompanied by a parliamentary
party. paid a visit to those islands either
at the end of April or the beginning of
May, 1912, and it was strange that those
people did not take the opportunity of
the presence of & Minister of the Crown

on the spot to prefer their charges, al- -

though they took advantage of the pre-
sence of members of Parliament on the
tsland to ecomplain of treatment meted out
to them there and in this couniry gener-
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ally. They were new arrivals in Austra-
lia and were dissatisfied. At the same
time, they made no attempt to show that
there had been any misconduct on the
part of the doctor or the nurse in charge
of the hospifal, Their charges, however,
were listened to in the Aborigines De-
partment after the arrival of these people
in Perth, and the first intimation the
medical superinlendent got of the matter
was when he was recommended by his
official superior to send in his resignation.
The Doctor naturally asked why, and was
told, “Youn are in a fearful hole, but you
are a young man yel and if you resign
vou might go to the Eastern States and
do well.” The doctor was in a quandary
as he did not know what was the matter.
That was the first he had heard of these
charges, which had been made some time
previously, and he at onee demanded an
inquirv, That inguniry was held, but not-
wilhstanding the fact that the accused
people asked that the Press and the publie
shounid be admitted to it, their request was
refused and the inquiry was held with
closed doors. Taken all in all it seemed
plain to these people that someone was in-
terested in baving the one, or possibly
hoth of them, removed from the islands,
and they wanted io know why. On that
account therefore they asked that every
publicity should be given to the evidence
taken at the inquiry. He (Mr. Me-
Donald) had here the matter put very
clearly in a letter addressed to the Col-
onial Secretary by the legal representa-
tives of these people, Messrs. Ewing and
Holden, and with the indulgence of Mr.
Speaker, and that of hon. members, he
would read it—

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary.
Perth, Dear Sir, Re Dr. Pritchard and
Nurse Bateson. We have now seen our
client, Dr. Pritchard, as to the result
of the inqniry. We may point out that
this is the first opportunity we have
bad to confer with our client since the
inquiry concluded its sittings some two
months ago. For the greater part of
that period our clients were kept in
ignorance of the vresnlt of the
Royal Commission owing to the
8. “Venus” not running to the
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island. It seems to us that it wus
only a fair thing that a special effort
should have been made to bring to the
knowledge of the accused, at the earliest
posible moment, that the charges had
been dismissed, especially in view of
the nature of the charges, and as there
have been several small eraft here dur-
ing that time whick could have been
sent over fo the island. Even up to the
present moment ne other communiea-
tion has reached either our clients or
ourselves than fhe somewhat laconie
message running, “Re Dr. Pritchard
and inquiry. Charges have been dis-
missed. Under Secretary.” And a
letter confirming same, although we
have asked to be furnished with par-
ticulars of the actual findings of the
eommission, which our clients are abso-
lutely entitled to know, We are simply
at a loss to understand the treatment
which has been meted out to our clients,
not only for a considerable time before
the inquiry, but during the time the
Inquiry was in progress and since it
was concluded. It seems to us that
there are some influences at work to
prevent our clients obtaining an ample
measure of justice in this matter; in-
fluences whiech apparently are powerful
and diffieult to cope wilh, but which we
are quite confident will eventually be
defeated. The way in which the charges
came to be made, the tenacity with
which they were persisted in, long after
it had become abundantly clear that
‘they were not only false but ridiculous,
in our opinion lends colour to the be-
lief which Dr. Pritchard and Nurse
Bateson entertain, that the whole thing
has been wickedly engineered and con-
trived by some person or persons with
the object of bringing about the down-
fall of one or hoth of them. Referring
to a minute from yourself to your nnder
secretary dated 19th Aungust, 1912, we
would like to eall your attention for a
moment to the following remarks made

by you therein—"“Bnt the very gravity
of the accusation, the fact that a doe-
tor’s reputation and a woman’s honour
are at stake, makes it incumbent on us
that, while sparing no effort to ascer-

tain the truth, we shall be careful not
to pursue, without an ample measure of
justification, any eourse which would
even with ultimate exoneration, leave a
lasting stain on their characters.” We
may say that we thoroughiy and
heartily agree with that expression of
opinion, and are of opinion that, had
the same been carried out and aeted
upon to the striet letter, the unfortunate
events which have sinee transpired
would never have happened, and the
grievous and irreparable injury which
has been done to our clients wounld not
have been inflicted npon them. We
would ask where is “the ample measure
of justification” which you spoke of in
that minute¥ Can aoy justification be
found in the evidence which was given
at the inquiry from beginning to end?
We are confident that no reasonable
person could for one moment contend
s0. We shounld like to call your atten-
tion also to the following further re-
marks made by you in the same minute
—The course that ecommends itself to
my mind is that the Chief Protector of
Aborigines should without any unneces-
sary delay visit the island, take the
slatements of the aceused persons as
well as those of any of the residents
who ean throw light on the subject,
and if he finds sufficient evidence to jus-
tify the step, bearing in mind all the
while the allegations of the Quinces,
suspend the doector and the nurse, with
the understanding that the guesiion of
their innocence or guilt will be sub-
mitted to a board of inquiry.” Again
we beg to agree with the course that
commended itself to your mind. We
would however point out that your re-
commendation was not acted upon, be-
canse althongh an inguiry was subse-
guently held on the recommendation of
Mr. Gale, yet he failed to suspend
either the doetor or the nurse, which he
ought to have done aceording to your
instruetions if he fonnd sufficient evi-
dence to justify his recommendation for

an inquiry. We would invite you to
turn up exhibits 48 and 49 which were
put in as evidence at the hearing of the
commission, and also those portions of
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the evidence of Dr. Pritchard and
Nurse Bateson which relate their replies
to My, Gale when he made the charges
against them. The net result of Mr.

. (ale’s visit to the island to prosecuie this

inquiry was, that the evidence he ob-
tained was of an absolutely negative
nature, and such as could not have jus-
tified him in recommending an inquiry,
as he did in his report to the nnder see-
retary of 24th September, 1912, As a
result of Mr. Gale’s visit to the island
and in view of the fact that the object
of his visit had become public property,
there was only one course left to our
clients, and that was to demand the
fullest possible inquiry, with a view to
refuting the charges and vindieating
their honour. With that object we aec-
cordingly wrote to you on 20th Septem-
ber, 1912, formally requesting an in-
quiry. That letter in the ordinary
course of events would reach you about
23rd September. On Beptember 24th
Mr. Gale in his said report thought fit
to recommend an inguiry, in spite of
the faet that the resnlf of his visit fo
the island was that the evidence he had
collected was of an absolntely negative
character. A portion of Mr. Gale'’s re-
port in which he recommends the in-
quiry, is absolutely inacenrate. That
portion is as follows:—“There is no
evidence in this office to show that there
was any friction between the Quinces
and the doetor prior to the last date.
The statements made by Mr. Angelo
and Captain Melsom of the “Venus”
show that the doetor made no com-
plaints about them, and that frietion
was only apparent after Miss Jones
was snspended by the doctor and sub-
sequently dismissed. During Dr. Prit-
chard’s visit to Perth T had tales of the
Quinees’ incompeteney poured into my
ears, hut at the time it appeared strange
to me that not one word of complaint
had reached the office although they had
been on the island nearly six months.”

[Mr. MeDowall took the Chair.]
Mr. MecDONALD: That is taken from

Mr. ale’s report to the Colonial Secre-

tary. The letter continued—

That siatement is pregnant with im-
portanee, becaunse it is intended to point
to the likelihood of the charges made
by the Quinces being true, by showing
an utter ahsence of any motive for
their having made the statements. The
faet that complaints about the Quinces
had reached tlhe office of the Aborig-
ines Department before Mr. Gale wrote
that report is incontrovertible, hecause
a5 far back as the 18th May and 3rd
July last, Dr. Pritchard wrote to the
Chief Protector of Aborigines, making
a nuomber of important complaints
about the Quinces (see exhibits 19 and
22)., How Mr. Gale, in view of these
letters, ecould have stated in his report
that not one word of complaint had
reached his office about the Quinces, is
more than we can possibly tell. It was
a most important statement and one
which must have had considerable
weight with yon, The first thing that
was sprung upen the accused at the
inquiry was that the inquiry was fo be
held with closed doors. In view of the
fact that our eclients were the acensed
persons and had. requested an inquiry
and who would have been the persons
most likely to suffer by publicity if
they had been guilty, our ir. Holden
at onece protested against the exclusion
of the public and the Press. He could
zet nothing out of the commissioner,
however, but an expression of rigid
determination to so hold the inquiry.
We have never yet had vouchsafed to
us any sensible reason why that request
was ignored. Auother most extraor-
dinary incident aceurring at the in-
quiry was that Mr. Gale, in epening his
cuse, said that he appeared for the de-
pariment and he was going to “prove
the charges right up to the hilt” In
view of that remark, our Mr., Holden
asked him whether he was assuming re-
sponsibility on bebalf of his depart-
ment for the making of the charges.
Mr. Gale did not appear thoroughly to
nnderstand his position, but the com-
missioner at that juneture remarked
that the charges were taken up by the
department and that Mr. Holden must
leave it at that. A great deal of evi-
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dence was called by Mr. Gale which
was irrelevant to the charges, which
were those set out in the commission,
and referred to certain incidents al-
leged to have been witnessed by the
Quinees, The witnesses Gladys Jones,
Captain Melsom and Angelo, had ne
evidence to give bearing on those
charges and ought not to have been
ealled, as their evidence, being ountside
the charges which the commission was
to inquire into, became matter of mere
prejudice.  Our Mr. Holden repeatedly
objected to evidence of this sort, but
his objections were consistently over-
ruled. In addifion to this, (Hadys
Jones was allowed to alter her evidence
after she had been examined, eross-
examined and re-examined and had
finally left the box, and after having
had a whole evening to think over her
evidence and mix with the other wit-
nesses. IMurthermore, Mrs, Quince was
allowed to alter her evidence with the

object of breaking down an alibi, which °

her own previons evidence and the Log
of the ss “Venus” produced by Cap-
tain “Melson had established. In short,
every possible opportunity was given
to the accnsers to prove the charges,
which they entirely failed to do. As
to the inguiry and its results, it has
heen a perfect farce as far as our
clients are concerned; the mere fact
that the public and Press were excluded
from its sittings have robbed it of any
valne to our clients, for the simple rea-
gon that, whereas the nature of the
charges and details thereof have been
well spread throughout the Gascoyne
distriet, the acensed’s answer fo the
same is absolutely unknown. True it
is that the public know that the charges
have been dismissed, but as the result
of the public being excluded from the
inquiry, the ecommon inlerpretation
they puf upon the charges being dis-
missed. is that they have been “hushed
up.” From our clients’ point of view
this is the most disasirous result that
eonld have oceurred. Yon must re-
member hat Dr, Pritchard is a profes-

sional man whose reputation is every-
thing to bim, and {hat Nurse Bateson

is # wowman whose honour is everything
to her. What you yourself were ap-
parently anxious to avoid, namely, tak-
ing any course which would, even with
nltimate exoneration, leave a lasting
slur on a doector’s reputation and a
woman’s honour without an ample mea-
sure of justification is just exactly what
has happened. There never was the
slightest justification for the steps
heing tuken which brought about the
inquiry. The whole trouble has arisen
through an unfortunate eagerness on
the part of certain officials to receive -
and attach credence to the idle rumours,
silly tittle-tattle, and wmalicious slan-
ders of dismissed or disappointed ser-
vants, without ever acquainting our
clients with the same, or asking for
their explanation. Our clients as a re-
sult have suffered irreparable damage;
damage which ean never thoroughly
be set al righis in this world. They
are entitled, however, to very heavy
damages for the grievous wrong that
has heen done to them. We have, there-
fore, to ask what pecuniary amends the
Government are prepared to make to
out clients in respect of the injury
which they have sustained. We have
also {o point oul that the injury done
to our clients has been aggravated dor-
ing the past two or three days by the
fact that eertain persons, some of whom
were actnally witnesses in support of
the charges at the inquiry, bave been
cirenlating reports throngh Carnarvon
that one of the witnesses for the de-
fence, namely, Nurse MeNicoll, had
gone back on her evidence. These re-
ports no doubt are intended to give rise
to a belief that onr client must have
been guilty of the charges, in spite of
the finding of the commission. In re-
gard to Nurse MeNicoll’s evidence we
may point oul that neitber our clients
nor ourselves have had any intimation
whatever from Nurse MeNicoll of any
desire on her part to modify, qualify,
or amend her evidence or any portion
thereof. Furthermore we would em-

phasise the fact that Nurse MeNieoll’s
evidence was practically a repetition of
the evidence obtained from her by Mr.
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Gale when he visited the island to col-
lect evidence. We have no doubt that
you are as anxious as we are that our
clients should receive justice in this
matter, and that you will do all that
you can to right their wrongs. It
seemns fo ns that in addition to suitable
pecuniary amends the least that can be
done is that the evidenee taken at the
commission should be laid on the Table
of the House, in which case, no doubt,
by the medium of the Press the publie
will be put in possession of the full
faets. .

Without making any reference to their
desire for pecuniary amends, and dealing
only with the desire they express for
publicity he would move the motion.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN (Honorary Miu-
ister) : The affair whick had taken place
on the islands mentioned had caused
some annoyance to the department. It
wonld. be realised that when a few
people, four or five in number, were
isolated on a far distant island, it was
gomnetimes difienlt to avoid tittle-tatile.
Certain statements had been made in
regard to the staff on those islands, and
it became necessary in the interests of
the hospitals situated on those islands,
and in the interests of the service, that
departmenta! officers should make some
inquiries in regard to those statements,
the seriousness of which called for im-
mediate investization, An inquiry was
made by the officers of the department,
with the result that the doctor on the
island—and rightly so—demanded that be
should have an independent inquiry to
investigate the charges made in regard
to himself and one of the nurses on his
staff at the hospital. 'When a medical
officer was stationed at a hospital such
as this, extreme care should be taken in
laying a chargze against him in connection
with any of the nurses who assisted him
in the carrying out of his duties. It
was very easy sometimes, if a person
desired to injure a doctor or a nurse,
to bring some charge against them which
might be very difficult Lo refute. A very
difficult position was set np when it was
found neeessary to hold an inquiry at a
place like Dorre Island. In his opinion

.natives under his care.
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a mistake had been made in placing the
hospital away from the Med:ical Depart-
ment. All hospitals should be under the
Medieal Department, and the profess-
sional officers who were there to carry
on the health and medical portion of the
work of the State should be the principal
officers to advise and direct any opera-
tions in eonnection with any hospital of
the Stiate. A good deal of the difficulty
which had been experienced wonld never
have arisen if the hospital had been
nnder the direct control of the Principal
Medical Officer. A change had been
made in that direction, and sinee the
change there had been no complaini
whatever in connection with the work
carried out at Dorre Island. He bhelieved
we had there an eflicient officer, a man
who took great interest in his work, who
had brought about splendid resulis
among the patients, and who had done
a creat deal of good in relieving the
That being so,
it was neeessary Lhat the officers of the
department should make careful inquiry
into the charges brought against the
doctor, The report which was made by
the eommissioner had been forwarded to
the doctor ns early as possible after it
was rteceived, ile decision of the magi-
strate being sent up by wire and the
actual report forwarded by the next
succeeding mail.

Mr, MeDonald: Two months elapsed.

Hon. . C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : Tt would be seen that by the time
the eommissioner had prepared his re-
port, bronght it to Perth, and sent it
to the office, where it was immediately
dealt with, there was not wuch time
wasted in getting it back to Carnarvon
within two months. Officers situated so
Far distant from the centre bad a good
denl to contend with. Mueh of the diffi-
eulty had heen bronght about by the
action of those on the mainland. whether
through petty spite or not he could not
sayv. However, when some of the
subordinates from the hospital came on
to the mainland, almost the first thing
they did, at the request of some person
on the mainland, was to ask a magis-
trate if he would take a declaration
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in regard to proceedings on the island.
It was hoped that that practice had
now been stopped, and would not
again be revived, and that those on the
istand would work together in harmony
for the benefit of patients in their
charge. He would not make any objec-
tions to laying the papers on the Table.
He had already informed the hon. mem-
ber that he thonght it would be wise
if the papers were not asked for, but
seeing that the persons most concerned
were so anxious for the papers, he wounld
offer np objection to the motion.
Question pnt and passed.

RETURN — SUPREME COURT
JUDGES' ATTENDANCES.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth ) moved—
That there be laid upon the Table a

relurn showing the attendgneces of Sup-

‘reme Court judges for the past twelve

months—1, At the different couris. 2,

In Chambers.
As no opposition to the motion was ex-
pected, it was not his intention to say
much in moving it. It was to be borne
in mind that for a long period the bus-
iness in the Supreme Court had been con-
siderably delayed. 1In some guarters it
had been suggested that the judges were
overworked, while others in authority had
declared that if things were arranged
differently more work eould be got
through, Tt was rumoured that one gen-
tleman in a high position in the courts
spent a great deal of his time on the golf
links. Tf this was correct the omly way
to confirm it was to call for a refurn of
the days put in in court by gentlemen
holding high positions in those courts,
in order that it might be seen what time
they devoted to the State in return for
tbe high remuneration they received.
If it were found that these gentlemuen
occupying high positions in the- courts
were not giving that attention fo their
duties whiech was expected of them, it
wonld be for the Government to take
aetion,

Mr. Allen: And as in the case of the
“land sharks” you sometimes speak of,
put the boot into them.
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Mr. LANDER: Yes, put the boot inlo
them, It was very costly to have the
business of the law courts held up fromn
day to day. If it was found by the re-
turn that the judges were overworked it
might be necessary to appoint another
judge or even two.

Question passed.

RETURN—STATE STEAMSHIPS,
COST OF REPAIRS.

Mr. MALE (Kimberley) moved—

That a return be laid upon the Table
of the House, showing—I, The amount
of expenditure, separately, which had
been incurred for repairs, renewals, and
alierations to the “IVestern Australia,”
the “Kwinana” and the “Bucla” 2,
The amount charged against revenue,
and the amount charged against capi-
tal account,

He said: In moving this motion it is not
my intention to make many remarks as
the motion is practieally covered by one
standing in the name of the leader of the
Opposition in which that gentleman asks
for a balance sheet in connection with ibe
State steamers. Had that motion beecn
proceeded with this evening mine would
teally have been of a formal character,
as the information asked for here wonid
practieally have been covered .by these
balanee sheets. . My reason for asking
for this information is that we might get
a little more knowledge in respect to the
finanecial position of the steamers. We
have very little information at present
in connection with them, except, perhaps,
the information which has heen shown in
the financial statement issned by the
Treasury for the year ended 30th June,
and again, the monthly statement which
is issued in conneetion with the stato-
ment of the finances for the twelve
months. Therein is shown a big eash de-
fiecit. But at the same time we have no
information which wonld show us whether
the expenditure which I am asking for
in connection with the repairs, renewals,
and alterations to the different steamers
bave been charged nnder the heading of
expenditnre. It may be that these
amounts are included in this expenditure
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item. If so, then the balance sheet
of the State steamers would not

come out nearly so badly as it appears.
But it may - be possible that these
amounts have all been charged against
capital aceount, that is to say, against
loan expenditure. If suech is the case, il
seews to me that the results of the trading
of our State steamers will come out very
badly, but in face of the fact that we have
no balance sheet and no information to
go upon, I think I am justified in asking
for Lhis information. We are all share-
holders in these steamers, perhaps sowe
of us unwilling shareholders, but at the
same time, we are justified in desiring Lo
know to some exient how these ships are
being run and how the expenditure is al-
lotted.

Mr. Bolton: You would like to gloat
over the failure.

Mr, MALE: I bave no desire to gloat
over the failure. If it can be shown that
these amounis have been already charged
to ordinary revenue, then what appears to
us to be a loss on the State steamers
is not nearly as bad as it appears at the
present time.

Mr. Bolton: It would be a disappoint-
ment,

Mr. MALE: Not at all, If these
amounts have been charged to Loan Ae-
count I should certainly take strong ob.
jection to that form of bookkeeping, be-
eanse it is quite evident to all of us that
in purchasing these steamers we did not
get new boais. A considerable amount
has been expended on them in renewals,
repairs, and alterations, and 1 do not
think that anyone ecan say those renewals,
repairs, and allerations have added to the
capital value of the steamers. We paid
something like £40,000 for the “Western
Australia” and £11,000 or £12,000 was
spent in alterations. Other amounis have
been spent since, and I still eoniend that
that steamer is worth no more to-day as
an asset than when we purchased ber; as
a matter of faet, not worth quite so much
when we write off the amount which
shonld be written off for depreciation. T
am not dealing with the amount of depre-
ciation, which is a hookkeeping item. T
am dealing with merely the capital ex-
penditure on these ships. The poliey of
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running these steamers I am not discus-
sing; I am simply seeking information
respecting the financial aspeet of the
boats. We ean get very little information
in regard to the State steamers. We were
antieipating that a certain amount of in-
formation would be given in the report of
the Royal Commission appointed a short
time ago, but that commission has been
revoked and we shall get no further in-
formation from that source. ILooking
into the figures we have got, we find that
the revenue derived from the steamers
for the twelve months was £66,000 odd,
whilst the expenditure was £86,000, leav-
ing a cash deficit of £20,000. Now, I am
trving to ascertain if the items I have
referred to form portion of this eash loss
of £20,000. If they do, then the apparent
loss on the trading of the steamers will
not be very great, but if this expenditure
is over and above that £20,000, then T an-
ticipate that the balance sheet will eome
out very badly. In making his esiimnate
for the twelve months, the Colonial Trea-
surer was very much at sea with his fig-
ures. He gave as his estimated revenue
£73,000, which is several thousand pounds
more than what he aetnally received,
whilst the estimated espenditure was
shown as £61,000 as against an actual ex-
pendilure of £36,000. If we take his over-
estimate aud his under-estimate, we shall
find that his fizures are something like
£32,000 onf.

Mr. Bolton: What a way of puolling
figures.

Mr. MALE: It is a very effective way
of putting them. It shows that the Colo-
nial Treasurer was unable to gauge the
actual figures to the extent of £32.000.
That is a big item on one trading eoncern
and we have some right to know some-
thing about it. We find that the revenne
for the one month of June was £18,000
and the expenditure £24,000; then in the
following month of July the revenue was
only £2,000 and the expenditure £5.000,
[ admit that not much information can
be gathered from those fizures. We have
no record of omistanding aceounts to be
collected or of outstanding expenditure.
Ii is almost impossible for us to say
whether, if a balance sheet were to be pro-
duced, it would show a loss or a profit, but
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I think we are entitled to some informa-
tion. Under the Trading Concerns Act of
last year, insirunctions were given thac a
balance sheet should be prepared for all
these concerns. According to those in-
struetions the accounts of the trading con-
cerns were (o close on 30th June or some
other date which mighi be fixed, presom-
ably by the Minister. Even assuming
those trading coneerns closed their finan-
cial year on the 30th June, it is quite pos-
sible that it will take them a month or
more before they can produce a balance
sheet, and it is also quite possible that it
may take them another couple of months,
perhaps more, before the balance sheet ean
be properly aundited by the Audit Depart-
ment. Therefore, we can anticipate a
lapse of three or four months before the
Minister will be in a position to place
those balance sheets on the Table, and
what T honestly fear is that the balanee
sheets will be so delayed that the informa-
tion will not be given until after the Honse
goes into recess. I think it is fair and
proper that we should have some infor-
mafion as to how these trading conecerns
are going hefore the House goes info
recess, and in asking for partienlars of
this expenditure, I am asking only for
something reasonable. I take it that the
accounts are being properly kept, as the
Trading Concerns Act requires they shall
be, and it is a simple matter for these
figures fo be extracted from the books.
It wonld take only a few minutes and the
aeconntant in charge wounld know af once
whether these items of expenditure have
been eharged to loan or to general re-
venue, Therefore, I do not think T am
asking the Government to go to unneces-
sary expense in obtaining these figures.
They must be kept and are easily obtain-
able, and T think, as a shareholder and one
representing shareholders, T am entitled
to some information,

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : What will you sell your share for?

Mr. MALE: T will sell it willingly if
T can find a buyer. T am not asking the
Premier to give ns a profit and loss ac-
eonnt or a peneral balance sheet. I am
asking simply for information so that we
may know what amount is being spent
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on each of these steamers for repairs, re-
newals, and alterations, and so that we
may also ascertain from him whether
these amounts have been charged up to
general revenue, as I contend they should
be, or to Loan Account and capitalised,
thereby making the capital value of the
steamers more than they should be. |1
beg to move the motion standiog in my
name,

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington):
I second the motion,

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan}):
One can always appreciate the desire of
hon, members opposite when they are
secking for information and I know of
no question on which they require it more
than on the question of the trading con-
cerns. For collossal ignorance of the laws
of the country commend me {o members
of the Opposition, particularly to the gen-
tleman who submitted this motion. Only
last year we passed an Act providing that
proper aceounts should be kept; the words
“true aecounts’” are also used. We have
an Auditor General, who is not under any
Minister so far as the auditing of the ac-
counts of the various departments goes.
He is responsible wholly and solely to
Parlioment, and if the aceounis are not
trne and proper in accordance with the
law, he will in due eonise report to Par-
liament; yet'the hon. member who Tabled
this motion says he does not know whether
we are keeping proper accounts or hot,
Of course he does not know. 1 did not
expect that he would know, but he shonld
know that we have an Auditor General to
see that we do keep them and if we do
not, to report the matter to Parliament.

Mr, George: It has not been reported
yet.

The PREMIER : But it will be reported
in proper time. The hon. member knows
well the work that devolves on the Audit
Department in auditing tbe aceounts at
the close of the year. It is not a question
of doing them by a particular day or a
particular week; they must be taken in
tarn and we have no control over the ac-
tions of the Auditor General as to what
accounts he shall andit first. The result
is that we have to wait the same as Parlia-
ment has to wait, and we are not going
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to direet the Auditor General as to bow
he shall eonduet his work when he s res-
ponsible to Parliament and not to the
Government. I rather think that the mem-
ber for Kimberley (Mr. Male) requires
this information out of inguisitiveness
rather than with a desire of knowing whe-
ther we are keeping proper accounts, be-
cause if the hon. member knows the laws
which we passed in this Parliament, he
must know that this clanse is in the Trad-
ing Concerns Act of last session—

The Minister shall eanse books to be
provided and kept, and true and regu-
lar accounts to be enlered therein—(a}
of all moneys owing to and by the
Minister in respect of the trading con-
cern administered by him, and of the
several purposes for which such moneys
are received and paid, and owing, and
(b} of all the assets and liabilities
thereof.

‘Then the hon. member says that even if
a balance sheet is produced, members will
not be in a position to know whether
there are aceounts outstanding. i
Mr. Mals: No, I did not say that.
The PREMIER: T listened carefully
and the hon. member made use of those
remarks. I want to point out that the
Trading Concerns Act further provides—

(1.) The Minister shall, in every
year, cause & full and true balance sheet
of the assets and liabilities of each
trading concern, together with a profit
and loss account, and such other state-
ments as may be necessarv, to be eom-
piled from the books and submitted to
the Auditor General for audit.

(2.) The Auditor General shall eer-
tify that he has found the aceounts in
order, or otherwise, as the case may be;
and whether, in his opinion, the ac-
counts are properly drawn up so as to
present a trne and eorrect view of the
transactions for the peried under re-
view as shown by the books; and all
items of receipfs and payments and all
known liabilities and assets have heen
brought inte account, and the value of
all asseis fairly stated.

{3.) The Auditor General shall, in
resj.ect to sueh aceounts, have all the
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powers conferred on him by the Audit

Act, 1904,

Then another clause goes on to say that
copies of such acconnts together with the
Aunditor General’s report thereon shall be
laid before both Houses of Parliament
annnally,

Mr. Bolion: Present him with a copy
of the Act,

The PREMIER: That would be of no
use; he would forget it again before next
year,

My, George: That is not fair.

The PREMIER: It is fair and it ap-
plies not only to the hob. member but to
the leader of the Opposition, because be
has a motion asking that we shall provide
a balance sheet in connection with State
steamers and lay it on the Table of this
House during the currency of this session.
Let me point out that if we were fo pro-
vide the information the hon. member de-
sires at this stage, he would he none the
wiser from the point of view of knowing
whether we had properly charged the
varions accounts, -He could never dis-
cover that with eertainty unless we showed
each actual item,

Mr. Male: I should know if yon told
me,

The PREMIER: I will tell the hon.
member now that we have charged the
proper aecounts and I suppose he will be
guite satisfied at knowing that, but he
will be no more enlightened if I give him
the figures for each account. The hon.
metmber might be enlightened from the
point of view of heing interested in the
shipping serviee, but as Premier control-
ling Government concerns which are run-
ning in opposition to other trading con-
cerns, 1 am not prepared to give prema-
ture information which will be of assist-
ance to those opposing us. One conld be
more popular, perhaps, if every time a
question was submitted or a request was
made by our friends opposite, he rushed
along and delved out information without
considering the question of how it would
affect the eoncern. T know how many
enemies this concern has. political and
commercial, and so long as I am here en-
trusted by the people of the State to con-
serve the interests of the various depart-
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ments we are administering, I am going
to suffer even ridicule or eritieism from
our friends opposite in order to protect
the concern as far as possible against
opposition from outside. The action of
some of those connected with various
other concerns during recent months
shows to what depths they will descend
to injure concerns operated by the Gov-
ernment in the interests of the people.

Hon. J. JMitehell: To whom do you
refer?

The PREMIER: 1 will not mention
names; the hon, member knows.

Hon, J. Mitchell: No, I do not know.

The PREMTER: And they descend to
these depths to injure not only the con-
cern but the individval attached to it, and
when T know this, T am not going to he
led by what appears to be an innocent
request for information, as indieated by
this motion, into making returns public
prematurely. Tf T have the support of
members on my side of the House, I will
decline to give any figures in conneetion
with fhe State Steamship Service and
other trading concerns until they are pro-
perly supplied and audited by the Aunditor
General and snbmitted to this House in
accordance with the terms of the Trading
Concerns Act passed last session. I want
to compare this with the attitude of
my friends opposite who never kept
proper accounts in connection with trad-
ing concerns, but who for years sub-
mitted draft after draft for the considera-
tion of Cabinet and to be passed into law
which would eompel them to keep proper
accounts, but as frequently as submitted
to Cabinet they were shelved, and it de-
volved upor the present Government to
see that the people who are shareholders
in these coneerns and their representatives
in Parliament are kept fully acquainted
with the transactions of these concerns
from every point of view, and we brought
down the Trading Concerns Bill last sex-
sion to demonstrate not that we desire
but that we shall, and that any future
Government shall bring down proper se-
counts, andited by the Aunditor General,
s0 that the people shall know the real
position. But until this is done in the
proper way and in accordance with the
law no one can complain if we adhere
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strictly to the letter of the law. TFull
information will be given to members op-
posite in that way, bat I will not give
premature information which will be of
more assistanee to opponents than infor-
mation to the publie.

Mr. Price: Tt will be of assistance to
other opyposition concerns.

The PREMIER : That is what I have
pointed out. 1t will be of no vaiue to .
the publiec and of no value to the hon.
member. He will not understand it if I
give him the informaiton in round fig-
ures as he desires in accordance with his
motion. The hon. member wants details
and be will get the details when he
gets the proper report and balance
sheet and profit and loss account
audited by the Aunditor General. That
will be done in accerdance with the law
and our friends opposite and the public
capnot complain if we comply with the
letter of the law. As to when these ae-
connts will be audited and submitted to
Parliament 1 eannot say, but I can say
that we have to close our aecounts on
the 30th June.

Mr. George: It might be next session.

The PREMIER: I do not know why

. it should be next session; it may be next

week for all T know, but T ean say that
the accounts have to be closed on the
30th June, and a proper balance sheet
has to be snbmitted to the Auditor Gen-
eral. The Aunditor General is not under
the contirol of Ministers in this matter
but is under the control of Parliament,
and I suppose that if Parliament ex-
pressed a desire for early reports, the
Auditor General would make it con-
venient to have these aceonnts audited
as early as possible. When the accounts
have been submitted to the Goveroment
and certified by him, they will be brought
down to Parliament for the information
of hon. members and the publie, and it
will be information which will he of value
to members and the public, but the infor-
mation asked for in this motton will be of
no value to the member who asked for it
and of no public interest and of no value
to the publiec. Under the cireumstances I
will ask the House not to agree to the
motion, as it will mean giving premature
information and information which is of
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no valne at all, when we have an Act ¢com-
pelling us to bring down complete details
annually.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington) :
I can understand the Premier's somewhat
heated expressions though there was no-
thing fo uphold the contentions he has
placed hefore members, TWhat he has
done is this: he has tried to draw a red
herring over the track. He has told the
member for Kimberley that the Trading
Concerns Act passed last session deals
with the whole of this matter. Tt does
nothing of the kind. 'What that Act pro-
vides is (hat there shall be a complete
balance shcet together with a profit and
loss aceount. But the member for Kim-
berley is not asking for a balance sheet
but for a return showing specific ex-
penditure, and a return which can be ob-
lained by the depariment controlling-that
particular branch of the service in a very
small space of time, and it is not requived
to be audited in any shape or form.

The Premier: Do not you know from
your experience in the railways that if
you wrongly charge an aecount the Audi-
tor Geneval pulls you up and ealls your
attention to it%

Mr. GEORGE: 1 know what the
Auditor General ean do. Tf the Premier
will not consider me coneeited may I say
that my training might allow me to know
more than he does regarding accountancy.
What the wwember for Kimberley is ask-
ing for is a return similar to whieh hon-
dreds have been given during the time I
have been in Parliament, and during the
time the ’remier has been in Parliament.
The hon. member is not asking for a
thoroughty avdited balanece sheet but for
a return of certain expenditure. He is
not asking to have an aecount giving all
the expenditure which has been incurred
and the corresponding receipts. He is
simply asking.

Houn, W, C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): The econcern has been running
only 12 months; give it a show,

The Premier: He wants to know if
proper accounis have been kept and he
wonld not know it from the informalion
which he is asking.
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Mr. GEORGE: I am taking the Pre-
wier’s speech in reply to the right and
proper inquiry of the member for Kim-
herley, and it was in efect that his re-
quest is out of order, or should not be
granted because of the Trading Concerns
measare passed last session. That Act
provides that proper books of aecount
shall be kepi and that a proper balance
shect shall be prepared, but the hon.
member is not asking for a balance sheet;
he 15 asking for partteulars of the
amounts expended on certain items, just
as we frequenily ask for information re-
zarding expenditure on drainage, sleep-
ers, or on the Hounses of Parliament. For
the life of me I eannot see how the Pre-
mmier can justify his attitude in refusing
to give the information. Then the Pre-
mier stated that if he did supply the in-
formstion it would militate against the
working of the steamers or would give
imformation to rivals, and that would en-
able them to injure the steamship service.
That is su much moonshine.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): There will be something else re-
quested to-morrow.

Mr. GEORGE: Let to-morrow carry
its own burden; we are dealing with to-
day.

The Premier: You will get proper ae-
counts in due time. :

Mr. GEORGE: It is not a question
of proper aecounts; if we are to accept
that answer, it will be ridiculous to ask
any question. If we are to be absolutely
kept in the dark, let the Premier be hold
enongh to say "1 refuse to give to my
political opponents any information what-
ever. because I am afraid that they will
be able to use it to the detriment of my-
self and my party.”

My, Price: To use it in the inlerests
of other companies,

Mr. GRORGE: That is the position.
Let the Premier be a man amongst
men

The Premier: I told you plainly.

Mr. GEORGE: Let the Premier say
to the countrv—*“Although I am here as
Premier of the State representing a
majority of the people of this State when
I was elected”™ —he knows he is not re-
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presenting a majority to-day—“I refuse
to give to the people who placed we in
power the informalion which they are en-
titled to have” T am afraid what he
would bave to say if he was mau enough
is—*T will not let them know what the
true facls of the case are becanse if I did,
it would be a sori of lever to assist io
yank me out of the position of Premier.”
When the Premier takes up that attitude,
well, even the suggestion of it makes my
hlood run cold.

The Premier: You have no blood ap
all, in my opinion,

Mr. GEORGE: 1 wmight tell the Pre-
mier that he may find some difficulty to
make it run, but in any ease, he would not
make my legs run. It is of no nse the
Premier going on in that way. Why ecan-
not the Premier, instead of shielding him-
self behind an Act which does not ap-
ply—-

Tlie Premier: It does apply.

Mr. GEORGE: Why does not the
Premier say, “I will not give the Opposi-
tion any information,” and then we wonld
know where we were?

Mr. Boltonr interjected,

Mr. GEORGE: The hon. gentleman is
su incouspienons a member of his party
and of the great Government at present
in office, that he will excuse me if I have
not time to pay any attention to him.
The hon, member’s light is so obseured by
the absoluie brillianey of the Premier——

Mr. Boiton: I do not mind playing
second fiddle to the Premier, but I would
not to you.

Mr. GEQRGE: The hon. member
would not be able to keep in time or tune
and I have a very eritical ear for any-
thing pertaining to musie, and would not
have the hon. member in my orchestra,

The Premier: There is a great diseord
if those around you eomprise yonr or-
chestra,

Mr. GEORGE: The member for Kim.
berley is asking for particulars of ex-
penditare incurred, and he wants to as-
cerfain what amount is charged against
revenne and what amount is echargel
against capital aeceount and it is easy to
realise that sueh information will be of
use. If a eertain item is charged against
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eapital account when, in the opinion of
the Opposition, 1t should not be so
charged, the Government will be open to
attack.

The Premier:
that.

Mr. GEORGE: The Premier does not
know-what he can tell us. We know how
we can deal with the figures if we can ob-
tain them, but we must first have the
figures in order to deal with them. The
Premier is setting up a preeedent which,
if it is adopted against him in the near
future, he will be one of the first to de-
ery. Why should not the particulars of
this expenditure be given?

[The Specker resumed the Chair.]

"The Premier: Because we provided an
Act of Parlinment last session to give
you proper aceounis in due course.

Mr. GEORGE: When is due coursef
In connection with last year’s expendi-
ture we had the Auditor General’s report
three or four weeks after Parliament had
prorogued.

The Premier: No, you did not.

Mr. GEORGE : We had the second
portion of his report, the most important
part, three or four weeks after the House
prorogued,

The Premier: It was the first time that
you had had it in parts, and the reason
it was in parts was go that it might be
available before the end of the session.

Mr. GEORGE: Why [ mentioned the
Auditor General’s report was that had
it been uvailable to members it would
have heen of considerable use in discuss-
ing the Hstimates last year. If we are
to wait for the balance sheet of these
steamers in the same way that we had
to wait for the Auditor Gencral’s report,
then there i3 no opportunity of discussing
the operations to the 30th June this year
until Parliament meets next vear.

The Premier: You would like to kill
them in their infaney, would you not?®

Mr. GEORGE: The hon. member is
alwavs tlrowing away a lob of flirting
interjections like that. T always notice,
that when 1 am getting through his
pachydermis and making his conscience
wriggle he throws ont these inane inter-
jections. We on this side of the House

We could not tell yon
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know that all we can do is to protest.
We have not the numbers; the numbers
are oun the side of the Government, but
as the old Book says, ‘“Young man, do
not boast thyself of thy strength,’” T
say to the young man on that side of
the House that the time is coming, and
very shortly, when what I say is nothing
more or less than absolute impertinence
and disrezard of the rights of the State
as exhibited in connection with this
motion, will have to cease. 1 econsider
that the atlitude of the Premier in re-
fusing these returns in this way is an
ingult to this country, and il the country
will take the matter to heart, as I believe
it will, it will see that the Premier is
afraid to let the truth be known about
these transactions, and as for the balder-
dash that the giving of information will
enable the rivals of these steamers to
cut in against then and do them damage,
it is hardly fit to put before the children
of a day sehool, much less an assembly
which should represent the best intellects
Western Ausiralia can produce. The
Premier tries to shield himself behind an
Act which he knows does not apply to
this affair,

The Premier: It does.

Mr. GEORGE: The Premier knows it
does not. The Premier should be a bigger
man and say, “I do not ecare a twopenny
hang for my opponents; here are the
fipures, make out of them what yon
like,’” but he will not produce the fiznres
becanse he is afraid of them. He is
alinost like a liftle ¢hild shielding himself
behind his mother’s apron because the
cock happens to crow or the cow happens
to moo. The spectacle of the Premier
ghielding himself behind this Aet of Par-
liament is too contemptible for me to
sav anythinz further about it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam): I
would like to point out te the Premier
that the Government Trading Concerns
Aet does provide for the keeping of ae-
counts. Ii also provides that trading con-
cerns are to be declared by the Governor
in Council to come under the Act. In
this case they came under the Act on the
21st May. The Premier knows further
that under Section 18 of the Act the Gov-
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ernor can determine when accounts are
te be closed. Tt does not follow that they
are to be closed on the 30th June at all.

The Premier: The 30th
olherwise decided.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1t is perfectly
patent to all who eoncern themselves
about this State steamship business that
the June figures showed a revenue of
£18,036 as against a revenue of €2,228
for July, and an expenditure of £24,420
for June as against £5,171 for July, and
those figures cause one to question just
what has happened in this econnection,
The hon, member for Kimberley (Mr.
Male) is perfectly right in asking the
Premier for this information, and the Pre-
mier is ahsolutely wrong in withholding
it. The people ean only regard with sus-
picion the departmental administration
so far as these trading concerns go. We
are entitled to know what the Miunister
intends to charge up for repairs to these
old steamers that have been bought. I
do not know whether we are justified i
charging to Loan repairs for steamers jost
purchased, but we are entitled to know
just where those charges have been de.
bited. We are entitled to have this in-
formation now. The Government say they
will give it in their own sweet time, but
the publie are gettting a little bit tired of
waiting.

June unless

Mr, Munsie: The public or the members
opprosite?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: For the Goveru-
ment to argue they would be giving infor-
mation to the private trading concerns if
they say how they debited their repairs
is ridicnlous. I know that when the Gov-
ernment put up their freight on cattle and
wool they were following the lead of pro-
prietary trading eoncerns,

Mr. MeDonald: Is not there a big mar-
g between them?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Neo. Ezactly
the same freight. We want to know what
those boats are costing us, and what has
been charged from loan and from revenue.
I would also like to advise the Premier
that he had better listen to the publie de-
mands if ke will pot listen to the words
which are falling from this side of the
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House. The public want to know whether
these trading concerns are going to pay.

The Premier: They will know. A ship-
ping company would not issue a balance
sheet to its shareholders before it was pro-
perly audited,

Mr. Male: They would give informa-
tion.

The Premier: They would not.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If the Royal
Commission had been allowed to report we
would have had some information. It
might, of eourse, have been valueless, but
we are now not to bave any report as I
understand the Commission has been dis-
solved. It may be the desire of the Gov-
ernment to hide all that is happening in
connection with the steamers., The Gov-
ernment ought to be frank in this matter
and they ought to recognise the futilify
of attacking the Opposition whenever
they seek information. When the Pre-
mier has had as much experience in bus-
iness as the member for Kimberley he
will see the wisdom of not hiding any-
thing. Tt is well to tell everything, and
tell it without reservation. How ecan it
affeet the position of a State trading
concern if the public know what the boats
have cost?

The Premier: We give that in our guar-
terly balance sheets.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: How ean it affect
the position if the public know what is
being charged from revenue, and what is
being charged from loan month by month.

The Premier: They know that.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
knows that the erown of the boilers of one
of these steamers fell in, and that repaivs
were necessary. How can it affeet the
position if the Premier tells us something
abont that? I advise the Premier to be
frank, We are prepared to accept his
statement that he should be given time
to make these hoats pay, and if he ean do
g0, | assure bim that the taxpayers will
be very pleased. Bui he should tell us
what is to be charged to revenue and what
to loan. Tt may be that the £39,000 paid
for the “Western Australia” had been
increased by the amount spent on her be-
fore the Board of Trade allowed her to
sail. The Premier knows that a good deal

687

of money was speni on this vessel before
she left London.

Mpy, Price: That is wrong.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Is that amount
to be charged to revenue or loan. The
member for Kimberley will not be able
to get this information from the balance
sheet which will be prepared under the
Trading Concerns Aect.

The Premier: You will know if a true
and a proper accouni has not been kept.
The Auditor General will certify if it is
true or otherwise. Will the hon. member
accept an assurance that the statement will
be for the financial year as from the 30th
June, 19129

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I will take the
assurance of the Premier that the figures
will be supplied as from the date he pur-
chased the bhoats.

The Premier: If the information is not
supplied in the balance sheet under the
Trading Coneerns Act I will give you
the information you require. '

Alr, Vunsie: Surely you do not want
more than that,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Will the Pie-
mier tell us when we are likely {o get He
balance sheet? ‘

Mr. SPEAKER: This is bardly the
time for questions; moreover discussions
in this Chamber are becoming very ir-
regular.

Hon. J. MITCBELL: May I ask the
Premier to tell us then, when he proposes
to supply the information asked for by
the member for Kimbherley, Then we can
finish the disenssion without further de-
lay.

The Premier: I have told yen,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Auditor
General’s report is brought down at the
last moment, This year it will cover the
balaunce sheets of these trading eoncerns,
and the meinber for Kimberley will not
get the information he wants before the
Hounse adjourns. I hope that the I’re-
mier will promise that before the Honse
adjourns we shall have it.

The Premier: Youw know that Lbe
Anunditor General works under an Aet of
Parliament.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I have no de-
sire to detain the Hounse longer, bui I do



688

protest against this shirking of responsi-
bility in regard to supplying information.
This kind of thing only creates suspicion
in the minds of the publie, '

Mr. Turvey: Suspicion is not in ihe
minds of the people,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We who sit here
have joust as much responsibility as those
who sit behind the Premier. I realise,
however, that it is futile to proceed fur-
ther. I again express the hope that the
Premier will ask the Auditor General to
let us have these balance sheets at the
earliest possible- moment. Tt is two
months sinee the accounts were closed,
and when appearing before the Royul
Commission the manager said that after
each trip he made up a halance sheet
showing the result of that trip. There
can be no diffienity, therefore, in aceeding
to my request if the hooks have been so
well kept,

Mr. MALE (in reply): It is clear that
. 1he Premier refuses to give us any infor-
nmation at all respecting our State steam.
ers or trading concerns.

The Premier: Premature information,
yes.

Mr. MALE: T have some knowledge
of the Trading Coneerns Aect put through
lJast year, and I do not ask the Premier
for a profit and loss aceount, as it is quile
evident that he eould not produce sueh an
account at this joneture. T explained that
it would probably take the department a
month to prepare a profit and loss ae-
count, while perhaps another couple of
months would be required for auditing it.

The Premier: Tell us what you wanl
this information for.

AMr. MALE: What I pointed ont io the
Premier was that the return of expendi-
ture and revenue which is given to us
does not show ns the true position of our
trading concerns, inasmnch as there may
be outstanding acconnts unnpaid and out-
standing accounts uncollected, We shall
get that in its proper time, and T have not
asked for that information; but T lhave
asked for information in eonnection with
expenditure for alterations, repairs and
renewals, If I had that information I
shonld then know if it were included in
these eash aceounts, [If the amount has
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been included in the expenditure, T shal}
have then some idea as to how that ex-
penditure has been made up, and as to
whether this aectual trading concern is
showing 1he apparent loss which 1his
statement leads us to believe it does show.
If these amounts have not been charged
to this expenditure, then [ take it they
have been put ob to capital aceount and
this expenditore shows aii enormous loss.

The Premier: You will get all that ie-
formation eomplele when you get the pro-
perly andited accounts,

Mr, MALE: But there is nothing in the
Trading Concerns Aet which prevents the
Premier from giving us information from
time to time if the country requires it.
The articles of association of any shipping
company provide that proper aecounts
shall be kept, the same as our Act pro-
vides; provide that an audit shall be made,
the same as our Act provides. But those
articles do not prevent the company from
giving information to the shareholders as
{o what has heen done, do not prevent
the company letting the shareholders know
whether a big alteration on a steamer is
charged to capital aecount or to revenue.
If they require that information it is
given to them, and they then have infor-
mation which assists them in aseertaining
what kind of profit may be shown for the
twelve months. The Premier absolulely
refuses to give us any information with
regard to trading concerns. We must wait
for the profit and loss account to come
back duly audited. T say we may be wait-
ing until after Christmas for that, and so
another twelve months will have gone by
before we are In a position to criticise
onr trading concerns.

The Premier: It will come as a very
decent Christmas present.

Mr. MALE: A Christmas present which
we shall not find very easy to digest. The
conntry has a right to this information.
The Premier cannot raise the excuse
which he raised in reply to a question
regarding the Royal Commission, namely,
that it will be too expensive. The Pre-
mier said that it would be foo expensive
to go on with the Royal Commission on
the steamship service, even though it was
to let the country know how the depart-
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ment stood. But the furnishing of this
information will not be expensive. An
accountant at the office could take it down
within an hour if the books are written
up and I take it the books must be writ-
ten up, as 30th June has some time passed.
I think the least the Premier might have
done was to give me the information
asked for, as it easily obtained.

The Premier: T will give it to you in
due course.

Mr. MALE: The only satisfaction we
have is {be knowledge that the Premiar
refnses to give us any information res-
pecting our trading concerns, and the
shareholders in these particular eoncerns
can wait,

The Premier: The shipping eompanies’
agents can wait.

Question pat and a division taken with
tke following result:—

Ayes - . A
Noes .. . .20

Majority against 13

AYES,
Mr. Harper Mr. A. E. Piesse
Mr, Lelroy Mr. A, N. Plesse
Mr. Male Mr. Layman
Mr. Mitchell {Teller).
Nots.
Mr. Colller Mr., O'Loghlen
Mr. Foley Mr. Price
Mr, Green Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Holman Mr. Swan
Mr. Hudson Mr. Tayior
Mr, Lander Mr. Turvey
Mr. Lewls Mr. Underwood
Mr. McDozald Mr. A. A, Wilson
My, McDowall Mr, Johanston
Mr. Mullany (Teller}.
Mr. Munsie

Question thus negatived.

House adjourned at 11 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers. ;

QUESTION—COLLTE COAL AND
RAILWAY TESTS.

Mr. A. A, WILSON asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, Were the papers asked
for by the Hon. R. J. Lynn, M.I.C,, on
19th September, 1912, in the Legislative
Council relating to Lhe railway tests of
Collie coal made by the department in
March and April, 1912, ordered to be laid
on the Table of the House? 2, Were the
papers referred to laid on the Table of
the House or given privately into the
hands of the Hon. R. J. Lynn, M.L.C., by
the Hon. the Colonial Secretary 3, Was
the Railway Commissioner averse to al-
lowing such papers {o be laid on the Table
of the House? 4, Did the Railway Com-
missioner contend, and voice bis conten-
tion by a written minute, “that as the
Flon, R. J. Lynn, M.L.C., was an agent
for selling coal for one of the coal com-
panies concerned, it would be unfair for
the Hon, R, J. Liynn, M.L.C,, to have ac-
cess to such papers, as those papers conld
be unfairly used for trade purposes,” or
words to that effect?

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes, 2, On the 3rd October,
1912, the Hon. Colonial Seeretary ex-
plained to the House that as the file con-
tained papers of a confidential character,
it was nndesirable that it should be laid on
the Table, but that it would be made avail-
able to Mr. Lynn or other hon. members.
T understand that the papers were subse-
quently perused by the Hon. Mr. Lynn.
3, Yes. 4, Yes, practically so.



